" Mboka Bilanga i

Model of management and developement of % -

the rural enclaves of Kinshasa, R.D. of Congo d

The peripherical valleys
of Kinshasa hosted the
first waves of the rural
excodus giving birth to a
suggestive hybrid

landscape between

- “urban” and “rural”

Here an unregulated
settlement process over
a fragile land morpho-
{ logy generated serions
disconnections, hydro-
geological risks and
weak managenment of
the agricultural
potential
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"Mboka Bilanga

A new design approach for the urban-scape of Kinshasa
The aim of the project is to convert the kinois valleys, nowadays considered as a waste product

of the megalopolis, into a repertoire of sustainable urban strategies
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The sandy hills surrounding the Malebo Pool are gompletely forested
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Settlement of caravan routes for the colonial city
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the suburban sandy valleys are at the roots of
many hydrogeological issues dffecting the city.
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Due to an unregulated settlement process and
to a fragile land morphology the suburbs
landscape of Kinshasa presents serious
disconnections, hydrogeological risks and weak
management of the agricultural potential.

The fundamental strategy is based on the
replicable nature of local based and small-scale
tactics that have to be intertwined to gain an
urban scale relevance.

=

L=\

=

ﬁ/‘

the suburban valleys have a strong agricultural

potential threatened by the fragile nature of the site.

the suburban valleys are veritable ruptures in the
city roadmap with a low grade of accessibility.

fight slopes erosion
through
interventions of
bio-engeneering
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control valleyfloor
floods through
interventions of
bio-engeneering

enhance
valleyfloor
agriculture

empower the existing
partnership relations
based on farming

ensure punctual
access enhance

preserve and

to the valleyfloor slow mobility
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urban scale strategies
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"Mboka Bilanga

The case study of the Selembao valley

A model for the three main strategic actions: to defend the valley from hydrogeological risks, to inmprove
agriculture, to link the city fragments.
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Natural and concrete crib walls are set to create or reinforce terraces and act against erosion. The drainage system is improved and enlarged to
control the rain water flows and to filter sand and waste. The riverbed is reshaped in three levels designed to contain the flows both in the dry
and the rainy season.
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The three level shape of the riverbed let to manage agriculture in order to better exploit the great potential of this fertile land nowadays affected
by seasonal floods. Crops that resist to the excess of water or that have a short growing cycle will be grown on an intermediate level, safe in the
the dry season and rarely floodable in the rainy one.
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The structure resulting from the consolidate strategy generates pathways on the valley floor and on the slopes that enhance the nner walkability.
Moreover, existing and new bridges will be equipped or renovate to operate not only as connections but also as reference point to the access of

services such as schools and markets. The connection with the city is implemented by cableways or new roads linking strategic points of the
alley with the ridges.
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The strategy
Consolidate, Farming and Connect are three actions striving for create synergy
among singular resilient activities to form an urban strategy.
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Managing authority
of small territorial units

External fundings

City  stock & exchange (A

Valley

%

The valley is divided in smaller territorial unities in order to simplify the managing of a self-empowering cycle based on
the agricultural profits and to adapt to the singular weakness and potential of each unity and at an urban scale of each
valley.
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Sliclate, Farming and Connect are three actions striving for create synergy among singular resilient activities to form an urbdn strategz. I



