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The Sambiru counly, located in the northeast Kenyd, is'o semi-desevt disterct with clear
divide befvween rainy seasons ond dry seasans, The Sembury people who hove lived a no-
madic e style are under huge (hroa! of sunvival becouse their ireditronal normadic pat-

tern of migrating in séarch of water and pasturesare is becoming less resistant fo severg
clirmate changes

Becduse of the labor and toods eonstraint caused by the low level of local econamy arnd
technolagy. we try fo fake finy measures fa further improve thelr resources management
of food, grass, soil and water in farge scoes winch will eventually strengithen thelr resi-
renceto - drought. They will mot.only maintain ther nomadic tradition that they hove
prided themselves on since ancient times, but also enhance thelr gquality of life.
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However, the extremely climate changes in recent years is making the district become dryer in dry season. This
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SITE ANALYSIS

LOCATION
Samburu County lies within the Arid and Semi-Arid parts of Kenya. It is situated in the northern part of
the Great Rift Valley. Samburu area north to highlands mainly rich in precipitation. The site is located in

the south of Samburu Wanba area plains.

CLIMATE CONDITIONS
The rainfall in the Wanba area is concentrated in April and November. Dry season duration is long,
June-September rainfall is very small. This has led to the perennial drought and water shortage in the

region.
Kenya Precipitation Histogram (mm)
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] THE SAMBURU PEOPLE

GENERAL INTRODUCTION
Five to ten familis set up an encampment called “Manyatta”.The Samburu are nomadic so they might
stay in one manyatta for only a month then pack it all up and leave.

A ‘Manyatta’ A Samburu Home
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MASTER PLAN

The master plan reveals dry and rainy season range of habitating.During rainy seasons, they are away from

GENERAL PROBLEMS
Traditionally,Samburu had adapted well to the arid habitat by nomadic pastoralism.However,population
growth,overgrazing,soil erosion and dessication of their environment have seriously threatened the key resources grazing to conserve the water in key resource and the grass around. During dry seasons

survival. they gather around the key resource and use the water in dams and wells.

DROUGHTS IN RECENT YEARS
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MIGRATION PATTERN
A nomadic life-style is essential for their survival since at- Manyatta
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0 Improved Manyatta and Singing well ; P " Catchment Unit
P . Inthe past, ¢ due to_the Iaclwf waxerstorage device, women have to
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Planting Strategy Rainwater collection Singing wells (3) MULTIFUNTION
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N 3. Acacia elatior ’ i xy The singing well is a distinctive activity of Samburu people when grazing.Each family

sing their unique songs to attract their own pivestocks to gather around the well and
drink.However wildlife animals also appear ,damaging the well.
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SINGING WELLS PERIOD 3 When animals come ,open the valve to let water flow into the assisting wells.,




{3 DESIGN FOR DRY SEASONS
) Overal Strategy

In dry seasons, we focus on building a new community based on the existing s
and use livestock manure to help Samburu people to develope simple agric

! A New Community with Infrastructures
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Use both water from the dam and rainfall collected in rainy seasons to w -!b-ﬂ i soil strength and reduce

irrigate and provide a more stable food supply than their previous tra- Cattles produce  Pile up manure and Lisa e Kartiiia m_ water evaporation to in-
ditional nomatic lifestyle. Spinach  Beans o Tomato Kale  Sorghum manure loase it the farrriand crease water storage.





