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Indigenous peoples have been coming to the confluence of the Bow and Elbow rivers for millennia.
European settlement started with a fort followed quickly by a railroad. In a twist of fate, the area that was
to be the center of the new town of Calgary became an afterthought when Canadian Pacific Rail (CPR)
positioned its station (and thus the city center) where Downtown Calgary is today. Ramsay and Inglewood,
both separated and connected by the CPR, developed into industrial areas with worker’s housing
throughout.

Today, Ramsay is characterized by single-family homes and prominent and varied topography that
facilitates great views into Inglewood and Downtown. Taking advantage of the shortest route, dog walkers
and pedestrians have beaten informal paths along the fence separating Ramsay from the CPR right-of-way
and, in turn, Inglewood. These informal paths along with gravel alleys connect a series of triangular green
spaces on the undeveloped slopes.

Train Gardens stitches together existing desire lines by capitalizing on the construction of the Green
Line, a new light-rail transit route coming to the community. Steel rail is used to “dress up” the existing
chain-link fence creating a choreographed pedestrian experience. Local breweries can use hops planted
along the fencing for a community inspired beer. Showy winter species bring colour year round. Viewing
decks celebrate the flow of trains to and from the adjacent rail yards to the west. A western and Blackfoot
medicinal healing garden is planted on a terraced hill and native species in lawned areas reduce
maintenance.

For further information
Master d’Arquitectura del Paisatge -DUOT - UPC

T: + 34 93 401 64 11/ +34 93 552 0842
Contact via email at: biennal.paisatge@upc.edu
Consult the web page http://landscape.coac.net/
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SECTION AA: Looking northwest from northern pinch point
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SECTION BB: Looking into Inglewood along retaining wall
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