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Written statement, short description of the project in English, no more than 250 words
Located in the city of Bristol, UK, Cumberland Basin (approx. 20ha) lies to the west of Bristol’s Historic ‘Floating
Harbour’, where tidal and fluvial waters of the Avon Estuary meet. Largely a mix of natural and manmade water
systems, segregated by a central spur of land, it is dominated by industrial infrastructure, complex arrangement
of multi-levelled traversing highways, carparking, historic warehouses and hardlandscaping. A strong sense of
disconnect and visual impermeability is felt, segregating Bristol’s urban hub from its valuable estuarine habitats.
At great risk of flooding (currently flooding at high spring tide) and given global sea levels are predicted to be at
least 2m higher by the year 2100, the Landscape Architect proposes a design response where we do not design
to hold back sea waters from the landform, but allow the landform to be submerged by rising waters, reverting to
nature. Tidal salt marsh zones will be propagated across newly excavated inlets, providing a biodiverse wildlife
habitat, natural flood absorption, natural water treatment at the urban/marine interface, and increased natural
carbon absorption. The design will also provide a functional and accessible new neighbourhood area where
reliance on the private car is removed. Humans and nature will co-exist in close proximity in a healthy, sustainable and stimulating environment, where the forces of nature are nurtured and respected, through a performative
nature approach.
Urban design resilience for our estuarine cities, where they can adapt and ‘breathe’ with fluctuations in tidal
waters, must be key to their future sustainability.
For further information
Máster d’Arquitectura del Paisatge -DUOT - UPC
T: + 34 93 401 64 11 / +34 93 552 0842
Contact via email at: biennal.paisatge@upc.edu
Consult the web page http://landscape.coac.net/

