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SCHOOL PRIZE

Written statement, short description of the project in English, no more than 250 words
In consideration to the Anthropocene, this design-based studio project focuses on rethinking and redesigning for a vital but 
underserviced part of Newtown, Wellington. 

This project considers the restoration and regeneration of landscapes to make them adapt to urban growth and to celebrate the 
way Wellingtonians identify with their endemic cultural landscape. Wellington’s rich natural and cultural history surrounding the 
Waitangi stream currently runs through a culvert under a poor urban fabric where building owners struggle to rent properties 
due to high costs of seismic reinforcements. 

This design offers a partnership solution between the local community, iwi and government to daylight the Waitangi Stream, 
remove outdated structures and construct high density, mixed use buildings along the periphery. Finally an additional 
information infrastructure brings WHAKAORA (the creating of life) by allowing the expression of old and new narratives to the 
future of Newtown with the aid of geo-spatial technology.
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RECREATING MOMENTS IN TIME 
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SMALL-SCALED APPLICATION, - WAITANGI SPRING/STREAM 
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WAITANGI SPRING - SOURCE (waterwall abstraction) 

WAITANGI SPRING - TREATMENT POND (meandering retention wetland) 

WAITANGI SPRING - PLAY (waterpipe play-water spouts) 

WAITANGI STREAM -ADVENTURE (reconnecting with nature) 
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Waler is pumped up into collection ponds, treated, pumped 
up & falls down along the walls enclosing man & water. 

Replicating springs form at the lop & fall into the pito of the 
landscape. 

Jl-1 J E 2 
Water is treated via ponds where the meandering effect 
draws people lo experience the space. Water is treated for 

play within the nexl phase emphasising the beauty of the 
Waltangi stream catchment (a microcosm) 

Water is pumped up into the piping feature & creates a 
spout formation water falling. Human interaction gathers the 
concept of being open whilst enclosed. 
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Water is directed into the re-established Waitangi stream 

where water becomes an adventurous element moving 
in amongst the urban fabric connecting man, nature & 
infrastructure 
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