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Terrorism turned into a recurring topic in the western civilization. Particularly the attacks on the World Trade
Center in New York City contributed to that change. In a series of attacks with growing density the safety issue
gets higher priority. After the assassination on Breitscheidplatz, Berlin in 2016, where a truck was driven into the
crowd on a Christmas market, Europe is also affected. Since then Germany increased safety precautions
especially for events. This happens through reinforced police presence but also with misappropriated elements
that are used as collision protection and became a regular feature in safety concepts for most events. Media
reports and the hysteria caused by them take a substantial role in the safety discussion. Councils are prone to act
rashly by placing huge numbers of mentioned elements in public space. These elements may create a feeling of
safety, but at the same time they indicate threats. Their protection qualities are insufficient and they entalil
additional risk for the usage of public spaces. This master thesis examines the effects of terrorism on public
space. A theoretical analysis and expert talks took place. Recently used safety precautions and elements were
investigated and assessed in a catalogue of measures with different criteria. Test designs get developed based on
lacks the elements contain and resulting requirements. Additionally the empirical work provides input. The aim of
the work is the integration of collision protection measures in public space in consideration of landscape
architectural and designing aspects.
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The catalogue provides an overview of security
measures that are used in public open spaces.
For this purpose, a division into the categories
Lhistorical”, ,present” and ,superior" was made.
The context of the historical components is de-
scribed in more detail in an excursion. The sub-
categories of misuse, traffic elements, fencing
and street furniture are part of current safety
methods. Overriding are traffic planning measu-
res relating to the environment of the site to be
protected and methods for monitoring that are
additionally integrated. The choice of the use of
a certain object primarily depends on the pur-
pose and duration of the respective application.
Therefore, the objects were divided into tem-
porary and permanent. Both parameters can be
assigned to some objects. A spatial analysis in
the form of axonometries, photos and schema-
tic sectional views illustrates the use of the ele-
ments, shows the effect in free space and clari-
fies proportions and arrangement principles. This
is followed by an evaluation according to various
criteria. For comparability, the focus is on the

vertical objects, i.e. the category ,present”.
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BERLIN | BREITSCHEIDPLATZ

aerial view

spatial structure

In this design the focus for collision protection
is on space expansion. The developed concept
is based on the previous use of the peripheral
traffic areas. Furthermore, the popular ,Biki-
ni Berlin" building stands on its own due to its
adjacent narrow pedestrian path. Its importance
is strengthened by a generous forecourt, so that
the Breitscheidplatz profits a car-free connec-

tion for different directions.

In the ,Bikini Plaza" design linear elements are
used for sitting, lying and skating and have a
space-dividing function for events such as galle-
ries that emerge from the use of the Bikini buil-
ding. The elements are staggered in the northern
edge areas one behind the other and alternate
in their function due to their different design
in length and width. Plant elements also have
a protective function and further contribute to
shielding against traffic. The new interior of the
square as a counterpart is kept free and brings
with it a spaciousness for free appropriation.
The protective effect on the square is reinfor-
ced by trees which are aligned orthogonally to
the elements and dissolve towards the centre of
the square. In the southern area adjacent to the
traffic, the elements resemble the northern part,
but are aligned with the flow of movement and
are strengthened by a single or double staggered

row of trees.

plant elements

elements for sitting
and lying

narrow elements for
free adoption (e. g. skating)

broad elements for
free adoption (e. g. playing)






