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In the Seventies this location witnessed a tragic moment, the closing of one of the oldest (and smallest) gold mines in the Central 
Valley of Chile, exploited by the Incas at the moment of the arrival of the conquistadores and that puts the El Chivato as one of the 
Southernmost enclaves of the Altiplano ethnic group and the Maule River as an unwavering Mapuche frontier. 
Located in the El Águila mount, about 3 km to the northeast of the hamlet of Santa Rosa de Lavaderos, where still some small 
artisanal gold activity persists, the work is still used through some of the preexistences ways and ruins of the last period of 
exploitation, as well as a landscape of other times full of native flora, now covered with species destined to the lumber industry. 
The remains of the forest, the industrial ruins, the estuary of the old tailings, serve as structural and narrative support that aims to 
put into value a cultural landscape that contributes to the identity of the region.
The work is made up of a skeleton body of bars of striated steel that takes the form of a bowsprit, a fragile structure that allows 
approaching the environment, to fly over it. The rectilinear element forms a small square as it is parallel to the walls allowing a brief 
rest for the cyclists and sporadic walkers. A secondary body sustains the whole set by temporarily preventing its deterioration from 
erosion and neglect.   



The purpose of setting onto the physical space that what is national also implies an effort of settlement into the imaginary, 
whose consequence must be the adhesion of the non-central subjects to the totality designed from the center, however the 
image of different prenational worlds, gradually reconverted for the better of Chile, survives as "residues", in the sense that 
Williams gives to this notion: elements formed in the past but that remain in force and active within the cultural process

the remains of things that are still used and that still have a significant influence, usually in conflict with the dominant culture 
and far beyond the pure archaism of the museum. Is there an architecture for these residues? The project to rescue the 
details aspires to contribute to an identity that today has to be diverse and heterogeneous.  
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1.   steel bolt 3/16"

2.  steel rod splined ∅ 16 mm

3.  steel rod splined ∅ 22 mm

4.  impregnated Pine wood 2x4"

5.  concrete beam present

6.  square steel profile 40x40x1 mm

7.  rectangular steel profile 60x40x2 mm

8.  rectangular steel profile 40x20x1 mm

9.  steel plate 12x3 mm

10. concrete beam

 

El propósito de fijación de lo nacional en el espacio físico implica también un esfuerzo de posicionamiento en el imaginario, 
cuya consecuencia ha de ser la adhesión de los sujetos no centrales a la totalidad diseñada desde el centro, sin embargo la 
imagen de diversos mundos prenacionales, reconvertidos paulatinamente en aras de Chile, sobrevive como “residuos”, en el 
sentido que a esta noción le otorga Williams: elementos formados en el pasado pero que permanecen vigentes y activos 

dentro del proceso cultural, remanencias que aún se practican y que aún tienen un influjo significativo, normalmente en 
pugna con la cultura dominante y mucho más allá del puro arcaísmo de museo. ¿existe una arquitectura para estos 
residuos? El proyecto de rescatar los pormenores aspira a aportar a una identidad que hoy ha de ser diversa y heterogénea.  




