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The high cordillera mountain range is inhabited in settlements, that is, in the contingency of topography and climate. It 
is true that all the inhabitants of the cordillera are contingent to the environment since survival depends on knowing how 
to read its signs. It is perhaps for this reason that the herder does not see the landscape but the details, the elements 
that serve as guide, the mental map for the navigation through often hostile surroundings. One of these routes leads to 
the belfry, fountain and destination of these small transhumane groups and their cattle.
In the topographical space of the high Cordillera function and form are melted. Toponymy designates the name of 
streets, squares or building at cyclopean scale. Open Corral is one of these places on the grazing route, a stop to gather 
cattle, to eat, to sleep. The device then emerges as a concentration of energy in a territory that barely allows the travel, 
a tiny space to rest. The pieces of wood that are stacked as if they were stones, shelter from the sun, generating a 
vertical ventilation that draws the smoke from the bonfire and allows to hang the pots to cook the food. The structure, 
supported on the existing rocks, forms a unitary and essential prism that appears to the stroller as an exception allowing 
inside it the emergence of the rudiments of life.



The works of Bravo, Rojas, Diaz, Andaur and Torres, among others, show the not minor incidence of a centripetal experience 
of the world, a mode of self-organization and construction of reality that tends to act under the criterion of their specific codes, 
regionally fixed, before and after its nationalist verticalization, without meaning to avoid external latitudes, here materialized in 
the trans-cordillera and fluviomarine routes of herders and sailors. With dissimilar viewpoints, the discursive activity plays 

here a geopoetic, constructional and reconstructive function of territories and spatial hierarchies. In short, it is the chance to 
escape a tributary destination, absorbing the description, what is at stake in these plots of areas smaller than the national 
territory, latent in the very ambivalence of the word "country" – at the same time "part" and "whole”.
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Las obras de Bravo, Rojas, Diaz, Andaur y Torres, entre otros, muestran la incidencia no menor de una experiencia centrípeta 
del mundo, un modo de autoorganización y construcción de la realidad que suele actuar bajo el criterio de sus códigos 
específicos, regionalmente fijados, antes y después de su verticalización nacionalista, sin que ello comporte desentenderse 
de latitudes externas, aquí corporizadas en las rutas transcordilleranas y fluviomarinas de arrieros y marineros. Con puntos de 

vista disímiles, la actividad discursiva desempeña esta aquí una función geopoética, constructora y reconstructora de 
territorios y de jerarquías espaciales. En definitiva, es la chance de escapar a un destino tributario, ensimismando la 
descripción, lo que se juega en estos trazados de zonas más pequeñas que el territorio nacional, latentes en la propia 
ambivalencia de la palabra “país” –a un tiempo “parte” y “todo.




