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Two headlands, the Sutors guard the mouth of the firth, casting a protective shadow on the deep calm waters of Cromarty.  Sheltered from the storms of the 

North Sea, the sea inlet holds extensive intertidal saltmarshes that are sites of rich wildlife. Co-existing alongside these ecological habitats in a volatile balance, 

the firth has one of the safest anchorage points in Northwestern Scotland. Oil rigs tower over the tranquil water and rolling fields; dominating the errie yet 

whimsical atmosphere of the firth. The presence of platforms in the inlet is dictated by the erratic fluctuation of crude oil barrel prices on the financial market. 

When prices slump and the profit margin tightens, big oil firms halt drilling and exploration activities, with obvious repercussions on industry dependent local 

economic-cultural landscape of the Firth. Acting in transcalar assemblages of power, the oil rigs perform within the expansive geo-political ecologies of hydro-

carbon capitalism. At the same time they are also representing and reproducing the dynamics of these networks.  As Cromarty Firth, becomes a key strategic 

point in the decomissoning of North sea oil, noise levels on and off-shore are expected to rise significantly. While many of these sounds may remain inaudible to 

human ears, the rise of infrasonic and ultrasonic sounds have severe effects on terrestrial and marine life. The aim of my interventions is to break the monotony 

of Cromarty’s energy landscape and the narratives hydrocarbon capitalism and draw attention instead to the polyphonic negotiations of more-than-human 

worlds. I propose to occupy the hull of Hutton, a partially dismantled rig, with a radiostation. The floating platform would broadcast the contentious under-

water soundscape of the firth, allowing non-human voices to inhabit the bandwidth. Alongside this tactical interruption, three interventions explore and make 

visible the political interactions of sound in the firth.
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S i tes  of  intervent ion

Frequency range

UK North Sea Oi l  
Infras tructure and Project ions  

2018 -  2030

214 fields on UK continental shelf  to be decomissioned
17bn pound industry (2018-2025)
1’600 wells to be plugged
840’000 tonnes of  material to be disposed of

Cromarty Port authority licensed to 
decomission 50’000 tonnes per year
Reference: Global CCS Institute



A bothy placed in the mudflats contains and ampli-

fied soundscape where the full range of  sounds in the 

landscape is made audible to human ears. The still, re-

flective structure betrays the visitor as the atmosphere 

within is disruptive, a cacophony of  ambient noise. 

The first installation visualizes the proportions of  

human, biological and geophonic sounds within the 

nature reserve of  Nigg; reflecting the power dynam-

ics between each group. The sculptural intervention 

doesn’t follow the confines of  the reserve but blurs its 

artificial boundaries.

On the Hull of  Hutton, underwater sound pressure 

levels is observed. A plume of  vapour is emitted when 

decibels approach the noise threshhold, imersing the 

rig in a thick cloud. Broadcasting the soundscape into 

the atmosphere, this iconic anthoposcenic machine is 

subverted and made to perform and communicate in 

the interest of  non-human actants.

Steel beam

Corner Flashing Milk white polycarbonate pannels

Speaker
frequency response
30-20k Hz. 

Inner wall fabric

Detail Bothy 
scale 1:5

Plan Bothy
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SPECULATIVE FUTURES
Sound is not just about hearing or responding, or communicating. It is about becoming 

aware of  registers that are unfamiliar, inaccessible, and maybe even monstrous; registers 

that are wholly indifferent to the play of  human drama. Sound is not only of  the human, 

everything vibrates on some frequency and is touched by vibration, regardless of  how im-

perceptible to our sensibility this might be. 

(Gallagher and Prior, 2016)

Cutting across temporal and spatial scales, within and through bodies, 

sound reflects the interactions between ecosystems, the mecanosphere but 

also social and individual  worlds of  reference (Deleuze and Guattari, 1980). 

The interventions allow for an augmented yet intimate perception of  the 

realities of  the energy landscape and its footprint on rural environments. 

Interrupting the aesthetics of  the Capitalo-Anthroposcene, these interven-

tions are a gesture towards approaching the commons with a sensitivity to 

polyphony.

To invite the quiet and listen.


