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“A light appeared in the night
in the shallow waters of the sea ,

a humble , dim and trembling
 fishing light .”

“The steam of the sea . Surround-
ed by blue and fey mountains. 

Beyond that, there was the ca-
nal . 

The sunset was rose-gold . A skiff 
was passing by slowly.

Feeling the summer mistral as a 
dream of the soul .  [ . . .]”

“Reed by reed net , we entered to-
gether

Inside the golden green waters, 
the moon was blur

He threw his nets in the open 
sea , the lantern, hanging,

for fun we had it hanging on the 
stick [. . .]”

“Beyond, where the sea erases 
the colours of the dream

There , at the open golden doors
Of fiery infinity.”

“ [ . . .]Was it really my destiny, 
was it my fortune?

I have never encountered a sea 
similar to this one:

a sea within me that is as shal-
low as a lake ,

And boundless and big like an 
ocean [. . .]”

“Around something motionless 
that glows in the lake

The round face of the moon merg-
es in close embrace ,

And a fair maiden comes forth 
dressed in its silver light .”
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 The Messolonghi Lagoon complex is located in the west part of Mainland Greece and is the biggest shallow coastal lagoon 

in Greece. The study area extends over 33.687 ha. It is included in the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands since 1975 (GR2310001) (RSIS, 

2017),  the NATURA 2000 Network (GR2310002) and the Montre list since 1990 as an endangered important ecological area.

 The proposal focuses at the Kleisova lagoon which is located at the east part of the site. It is in close proximity with the city 

of Messolonghi at the North and large areas of arable land on the East. On the West and South part of the site illegal summer settle-

ments have been established creating the Tourlida community. 

The project aims to introduce a new culture and economic source for the city of Messolonghi which is evolved around algae. Algae are 

able to grow and survive in all the different landscapes existing around the lagoon. Their value is also recognized globally both for its 

ecological importance, since they produce the 70% of oxygen in the atmosphere, but also for its sustainability as a construction mate-

rial,  its nutritional constituents as a food source and its economical importance as the link to food chain, fertilizer, food etc.   

 ΦΥΚΟ-culturistic landscapes is exploring the different uses of algae in six (6) different scales in six (6) different sites around 

the Kleisova lagoon, from the global scale, as an atmospheric cleanser, down to 1:1 scale of the algae’s aesthetic value.  
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