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PERFORMATIVE NATURE

Bounded on two sides by water, Sadd’s Wharf is placed in a dynamic physical context. The shift from urban 
to natural is apparent, as channelised river and rigid, architectonic forms of the post-industrial landscape 
give way to sinuous, flowing lines and expansive mudflats, water, and sky. This experientially fertile 
environment presents exciting opportunities for design intervention informed by both conventional site 
analysis and the liberating potential of aleatory systems. 

Susan Herrington (2017:242) defines aleatory systems as the ‘systematic integration of spontaneity, chance, 
and randomness into the design process’. Aleatory systems are evident in the methodology of Surrealists 
who used mediums such as collage, frottage, and grattage to liberate the creative mind from repressive, 
aesthetic and moral preoccupations. Aleatory systems are a legitimate part of design development, as a 
means of catalysing the creative process, drawing-out ideas, and tapping unseen potential in site and 
designer. They are also capable of conveying design intent, by hinting at non-tangible elements – the 
experience of landscape. 

Drawing on Surrealist methodology, instinctive responses to site including ‘emotional topography’, ‘points 
of intensity’ and the dérive, were used to inform an overarching design strategy, notably to reintegrate 
Sadd’s Wharf with historic Maldon to the south, improve walkability, and promote active engagement with 
the water’s edge. Techniques such as collage and photo-montage, meanwhile, were a means of distilling 
the plethora of visual information. Through this, the subconscious was allowed to speak to new 
combinations and permutations.  



‘INHERENT IN THE STRUCTURE OF THE MIND IS THE TENDENCY TO 
ORGANIZE WHAT WE SEE. IT IS SO STRONG THAT THE SLIGHTEST 
INDICATION OF POSSIBLE CONNECTIONS ARE ENOUGH TO CAUSE 
THE PERCEPTION OF A CONNECTED PATH OR A COMPLETE FORM’
(Garrett, 1969; cited in Bell, 1993:93)



RE-ENGAGERE-SPECT

ALEATORY SYSTEMS INVITE THE VIEWER TO PARTICIPATE THROUGH 
IMAGINATION. FOR ARTIST AND VIEWER, ALEATORY WORK UNFOLDS... 

DISTIL 
THE

OF

REFERENCES: Bell, S. (1993) Elements of Visual Design in the Landscape. London: E & FN Spon. • Debord, G. (1955) ‘Introduction to a Critique of Urban Geograph’, Les Lèvres Nues #6. Trans. Knabb, K. [www document]. At: https://atrium.lib.uoguelph.ca/xmlui/handle/10214/1798. (Accessed 28.03.17). • Girot, C. (1999) ‘Four Trace Concepts in Landscape Architecture’, in Corner, J. (ed.) (1999) Recovering Landscape: Essays in Contemporary Landscape 
Architecture. New York: Princeton Architectural Press. • Herrington, S. (2017) Landscape Theory in Design. London: Routledge.• Motloch, J. L. (2001) Introduction to Landscape Design (2nd edition). Hoboken, N.J.: Wiley. 



RE-INTERPRET RE-ACTIVATE




