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Bounded on two sides by water, Sadd’s Wharf is placed in a dynamic physical context. The shift from urban
to natural is apparent, as channelised river and rigid, architectonic forms of the post-industrial landscape
give way to sinuous, flowing lines and expansive mudflats, water, and sky. This experientially fertile
environment presents exciting opportunities for design intervention informed by both conventional site
-analysis and the liberating potential of aleatory systems.

‘Susan Herrington (2017:242) defines aleatory systems as the ‘systematic integration of spontaneity, chance,
-and randomness into the design process’. Aleatory systems are evident in the methodology of Surrealists
who used mediums such as collage, frottage, and grattage to liberate the creative mind from repressive,
‘aesthetic and moral preoccupations. Aleatory systems are a legitimate part of design development, as a
‘means of catalysing the creative process, drawing-out ideas, and tapping unseen potential in site and
designer. They are also capable of conveying design intent, by hinting at non-tangible elements — the
experience of landscape.

‘Drawing on Surrealist methodology, instinctive responses to site including ‘emotional topography’, ‘points
of intensity’ and the dérive, were used to inform an overarching design strategy, notably to reintegrate
Sadd’s Wharf with historic Maldon to the south, improve walkability, and promote active engagement with
the water’s edge. Techniques such as collage and photo-montage, meanwhile, were a means of distilling
the plethora of visual information. Through this, the subconscious was allowed to speak to new
.combinations and permutations.

For further information
Master d’Arquitectura del Paisatge -DUOT - UPC

T: + 34 93 401 64 11/ +34 93 552 0842
Contact via email at: biennal.paisatge@upc.edu
Consult the web page http://landscape.coac.net/
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place’ (Motloch, 2001:18).

‘INHERENT IN THE STRUCTURE OF THE MIND IS THE TENDENCY TO
ORGANIZE WHAT WE SEE. IT IS SO STRONG THAT THE SLIGHTEST
INDICATION OF POSSIBLE CONNECTIONS ARE ENOUGH T0 CAUSE
THE PERCEPTION OF A CONNECTED PATH OR'A COMPLETE FORM'

(Garrett, 1969; cited In-Bell, 1993:93)
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PLANTING STRATEGY
DESIGNED,/ORNAMENTAL

Omamental (non-native and cultivar) planting to suit hard-landscaped and high pedestrian traffic areas (e.g.
nodal planting, track planting). Fastigiate tree species planted into concourse in low-impact root management
system to safeguard platform structure.
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Collage distils the essence of landscape experience. It does not prescribe an outcome,

rather, it draws on the artist's instinctive response to site to derive a representative palette

of colours, forms, and textures. By overlaying materials (e.g. from historical photographs)

and introducing human activity, the collage can also hint at materiality and program. i ; Mo cDellght e
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ALEATORY SYSTEMS INVITE THE VIEWER TO PARTICIPATE THROUGH
IMAGINATION. FOR ARTIST AND VIEWER, ALEATORY WORK UNFOLDS...

TRANSITION ZONE NATURAL SUCCESSION

Gradient between naturalistic and unplanned planting Integration of wild (native and naturalised) and designed (non-native and cultivar) vegetation for the effect of a
(ecological succession), and designed / managed wild landscape, but with a longer season of interest. Selective editing to control invasive and highly competitive
vegetation in the vicinity of Maldon East. plants and allow desirable plants to flourish. Strategic tree planting for screening and vertical emphasis.
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6. Trans. Knabb, K. [ v document]. At: https://atrium. lib.uoguelph.ca/xmlui/handle/10214/179
2nd edition). Hoboken, N.J.: Wiley.
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BESIGN STRATEG
Promote socidl and physical integration through provision of coherent, connected, and comfortable
places.

Resolve/poor pedestrian environment with matrix of interconnected routes; connect strategic foot
and cycle paths with regional and national routes; improve access points, wayfinding, and legivilty.

Enhance the setting of the riverside and promote active engagement with water's edge.

R Extendl ietwork of interconnected green spaces, including halophytic wetland to extract or stabiize
pollutants, and as nesting and feeding habitat for biodiverse species.
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Anemake t\ood \ate? and rmgda‘ie the impact of flood events with soft (passive) edges that ‘invite
the water in'.

BESIGN @BJECTIVES

= Optirize! the health, Lwell-being, and productivity of diverse physical, ecological, and human
(physiological and psychological) systems;
Facilitate a new and more relevant operational environment;
Integrate disparate elements into a meaningful, regenerative, and sustainable landscape:
Respond sensitively to historical, ecological, physical, technological, cultural, and socioeconomic
context

Proaote pluralism, social integration and social interaction;
Provide a positive sense of place and community;
Foster perceptual and associational meaning, and a sense of connectedness.

Geéneratelocally relevant aesthetics;

Respect the vernacular matrix;

Synergize designed and non-designed (natural/ naturalistic) elements;

Establish a dialogue between the architectonic forms of the urban landscape, and the sinuous,
naturalistic forms of the estuary;

Create a landscape that respects existing forms whilst maintaining its own integrity;

Embrace the feeling of expansiveness (wide views of estuary and sky)
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re-purposed Maldon East.
dynamic riparian

force, situating and connecting proposed buildings, and €
outwards into the Tidal Garden and Railway Park. Thus, Sa«
Wharf becomes the green heart of the new landscape strategy.
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