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Written statement, short description of the project in English, no more than 250 words 
Vacant lands provide an opportunity to create temporary recreation areas. Given the transitory condition 

of such spaces, the principles of ‘urban acupuncture’ should guide the proposals: provide the maximum benefit 

with the minimum intervention and the minimum construction and maintenance costs. 

The Nevogilde community garden is a proposal for a vacant land of 12 hectares in the city of Porto. It is 

located near the Porto seafront, in a former farmland meant to lodge, according to the Porto Municipal Master 

Plan, the construction of a new avenue and several single-family houses. The area is crossed by two Atlantic 

streams, houses a notorious collection of Salix sp., and some informal urban allotment gardens. Due to the lack 

of a proper maintenance, the space shows some deposits of garbage and debris, and is invaded by Cortaderia 

selloana. 

The proposal aims to provide coherence to the space, taking advantage of its rural character and some 

pre-existences. The current area of allotment gardens was organized and expanded, integrating the two 

streams and the corresponding riparian areas. A meadow grazed by sheep and goats was added in the east. 

These animals play an important role in the maintenance of the proposed garden.The existing willow forest was 

expanded until the north limit, taking advantage of a topography favoring water retention. 

The sandy terrain at north, near the proposed community center, was converted from a motocross path into all 

terrain bike path. Two pedestrian paths cross the space, facilitating its use by the nearby population. 

 
 

 

For further information 
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T: + 34 93 401 64 11 / +34 93 552 0842 

Contact via email at: biennal.paisatge@upc.edu 

Consult the web page http://landscape.coac.net/ 
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SITE ANALYSIS 

 
Allotment gardens 

 
Pioneer scrubland (mostly 

Rubus sp.) 

Water retention area (Salix 

atrocinerea dominance) 

Sand fill with motocross use 

(invaded by Cortaderia sp.) 

Trees and tall shrubs 

Built structures 

 
Stream 

Elevation 

 

 
 

250m 
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