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London is experiencing a homeless crisis. Rocketing house prices and an unstable economy has left the most vulnerable 
people, including Theresa May’s “just about managing” families, not managing at all, and facing homelessness. (Foster, 
2017). 

The issue has aroused differing responses from the government and charities to help prevent people from becoming homeless.  
However, for the people existing day to day on the street we as designers have some responsibility to respond to their needs 
as most frequent users of the urban realm.

My proposal is caught within this question of how to design an urban space for every street user - be it a family, commuter  or 
homeless person bedding down outside.  

The aim of this design is to consider the issue of visibility/invisibility surrounding street homelessness.  The design is split between 
creating a hyper-visible space to attract mass crowds and invisible spaces for people living on the street.

The invisible spaces will provide protection and will only be used by those who know about them.  The hyper-visible space of 
the monumental food landscape is designed for everyone to use.

Providing spaces to shower, lock belongings away, sleep, eat and even opportunities work, the proposal ultimately aims 
to create contact between those who are homeless and charities who will run these amenities and the food landscape, 
creating a supportive community and holistic solution to tackling the rising issue of homelessness within this area.  



CHAIN (combined 
homelessness and 
information 
network) counted 
6-10 people 
bedded down in 
this area during 
OCT-DEC 2017  

CHAIN counted 2 
people bedded 
down in this area 
during OCT-DEC 
2017 

BAKERLOO LINE EXTENTION

A group of migrant man wait daily outside BnQ car-
park to pick up a days labour in construction - 

Gentleman, A. (2016). 'Every day is a struggle': 
rough sleeping on the rise in London. [online] the 
Guardian. Available at: https://www.theguardi-
an.com/society/2016/mar/09/rough-sleep-
ing-rise-london-homelessness-every-day-struggle 

[Accessed 26 Mar. 2018].     

Big sheltered bin storage areas outside an 
apartment building big enough to shelter a 

person sleeping on the street.      

A homeless person sleeping outside a nightclub.

Two empty spaces filled with urban detritus including mattresses and shipping containers. There 

was evidence in these spaces of homeless occupation.     

This building is currently being managed by 
Global Guardians, an organisation which utilises 
empty buildings by renovating them to a high 
enough standard for people to live in while they 

remain empty.    

This building is owned by the charity Brick by 
Brick, a project which aims to house homeless 
people.  The building was bought by the charity in 
1994 and consists of 6 studio flats and one laun-
dry room. The ground floor accommodates Brick by 
Brick’s charity shop, and the basement accommo-

dates the charity’s office. 

A foodbank ran by local church group. 

Road leading to travellers site. 

SPACES + BUSINESSES 
WITH STEREOTYPICAL 
GENDER ASSOCIATIONS
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PROPOSED NEW STATION FOR BAKERLOO LINE    

BURGESS PARK   
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LIVING ON THE FRINGES//ALTERNATIVE HOUSING* // NO POST CODES //FOOD BANKS
*(STREET HOMELESSNESS/TRAVELERS SITES)

AREA OF INTEREST -SEE SITE SURVEY
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Roberto’s cafe will be lifted to create an invisible/ incon-
spicuous space for people living on the street to access. 
Rubbish bins block and hide the entrance to passages un-

der Roberto’s which lead to private resting areas and a cut 
through to the shower and lockers courtyard. 

Visual recognition/interaction between the 
passer by and person on the street

Pushing the rubbish bin aside to uncover 
the secret passage way to the rest areas 

and the shower +lockers  

The space currently between Roberto’s and the abandoned church will 
be appropriated as a shower and locker area. The existing gates will 

-
ments of visibility to the courtyard through the bars in the gates. 

SECTION A.i SECTION A.ii

SECTION B.i SECTION B.ii
On the other side of Burgess Park a yard located between 

-
tiques with be appropriated as a space to temporarily nap/

relax.  The yard will be divided by movable cubicles housing 
hammocks.  Again this space will be hidden from the street by 

existing inconspicuous gates.

The passer by unseeingly passes the invisible space
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OPERERATING + NAVIGATING PROPOSED INVISIBLE SPACES//



SECTION D.

Visitors to the park are met with overwhelming 
visual stimuli grabbing their attention, drawing 
their gaze away from the invisible areas surround-

ing the landscape 


