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As the oldest extra-territory of the United States, the Guantánamo Bay Naval Station (GTMO) illegally occupies the 
lower embayment and eastern tip of the island of Cuba. Originally named for the Indigenous Taíno toponym “land 
between the rivers,” the deep estuarine waters and shores of Guantánamo Bay were seized by force after the 1898 
Spanish-American War cutting off water-based communities from five rivers (Guantánamo, Guaso, Secco, Tao, 
Hondo) and access to the Caribbean Sea. Since the Cuban–American Treaty of 1903, the U.S. has forcefully re-en-
gineered the bay as a base for a range of colonial operations, including the notorious Camp X-Ray since the 2001 
Global War on Terror. 

Imagining a demilitarized future, this territorial design project re-imagines the decolonization of these waters 
through the reclamation of Guantánamo’s estuary as catalyst for territorial sovereignty, emancipation, and rejuvena-
tion. Through a sequence of retroactive ecological strategies—both upstream and downstream, a formerly fractured 
Guantánamo Bay is reunified through a built-up reef system bringing together displaced peoples, environments, 
and economies together with the withdrawal of U.S. presence and dismantling of American structures. 

Named after local fisherman Rodolfo Rossell Salas killed by the U.S. Navy in 1962, the constructed system of pro-
tective reefs and fish farms power the growth of emergent and wet market economies. By rebuilding ocean access, 
the pelagic body politic of the newly formed Caimanera Fishers’ Cooperative not only regenerates once and future 
fish communities but brings ashore territorial justices and territorial freedoms grounded in the reclaimed waters of 
la Bahía de Guantánamo. 
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After 9/11, under the G.W. Bush Administration and Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld, American Intelligence officials were authorized to reverse-engineer the SERE Program (Survival Evasion Resistance & Escape) and use its techniques against captured non-
state combatants. Contravening the 1929 Geneva Convention that establish the standards of international law for humanitarian treatment in war, enhanced interrogation techniques were used at Guantánamo Naval Air Station by U.S. Forces.
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    RODOLFO ROSELL REEF AND SURROUNDINGS

         Chart compiled by the Caimanera Bay Fishery Organization

Chart series depicts the ongoing acquaculture economy growth in the former 
U.S. naval base, Guantanamo Bay. 

Beginning on July 4th, 2018, existing infrastructure was removed in phases, and 
strategically repositioned throughout the bay as artificial reef systems. 

Chart 001 represents the first removal and implementation phase; the water 
gate, the east and west gates, and the existing camp fences were placed on 
the outer coasts, those most vulnerable to erosion. The steel and concrete com-
ponents of these structures created thriving reef communities, attracting fish 
almost immediately; fishing operation commenced. 

Chart 002 illustrates an exponential growth in fishery operation in the bay; the 
second phase breakdown provided ample material for reef construction. This 
resulted in larger groups of more diverse fish, and ample surface area for 
oyster growth and cultivation. The corners of the bay are quickly activated by 
the complex metabolism of oyster cultivation from spat phase to maturity. 

Chart 003, in the final phase of the demolition of the base, the reef system 
expands and begins to reproduce itself. The oyster growth extends to the upper 
bay, necessitating new infrastructure for oyster growth in trays. Fishing continues 
to expand, and the surrounding communities thrive and expand in response to 
the economic growth.

The bay is named after Rodolfo Rosso, who was murdered at the hands of the 
U.S. Navy as he attempted to fish in the bay on a summer day in 1962.     
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Oyster Reefs at Boquerõn

USS Sarataoga Seamount: Submerged Monument as Biodiversity Reef Nursery Reefs at Ensenada de Joa

Courtesy of Buvkminster Fuller Institute  and Eric Gaba
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Beginning on July 4th, 2018, existing infrastructure was removed in phases, and 
strategically repositioned throughout the bay as artificial reef systems. 

Chart 001 represents the first removal and implementation phase; the water 
gate, the east and west gates, and the existing camp fences were placed on 
the outer coasts, those most vulnerable to erosion. The steel and concrete com-
ponents of these structures created thriving reef communities, attracting fish 
almost immediately; fishing operation commenced. 

Chart 002 illustrates an exponential growth in fishery operation in the bay; the 
second phase breakdown provided ample material for reef construction. This 
resulted in larger groups of more diverse fish, and ample surface area for 
oyster growth and cultivation. The corners of the bay are quickly activated by 
the complex metabolism of oyster cultivation from spat phase to maturity. 

Chart 003, in the final phase of the demolition of the base, the reef system 
expands and begins to reproduce itself. The oyster growth extends to the upper 
bay, necessitating new infrastructure for oyster growth in trays. Fishing continues 
to expand, and the surrounding communities thrive and expand in response to 
the economic growth.

The bay is named after Rodolfo Rosso, who was murdered at the hands of the 
U.S. Navy as he attempted to fish in the bay on a summer day in 1962.     
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