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Exhibition diagram, around a model of the Valley.

Exhibition: Zoom on a transect model. The entire room was used to guide the jury 
panel and attendance through my design proposal. 
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The Valley of the Bourbre and Catelan canal is 
an ancient glacial river located between the 
city of Lyon and the Italian alpine border. The 
valley has been over time highly transformed 
from a pastoral valley over to a congested 
infrastructure bottlenecked transit area.  The 
first project, in 1850, was to transform marsh 
land over to farmland. The second, in 1978, was 
the project of a satellite town, a “New Town” 
for Lyon.

Overall, the valley is a European transport 
corridor between two countries and two major 
cities with expanding logistic and warehouses. 

The high-speed train line project between Lyon 
and Turin may put even more pressure on the 
Valley, its agricultures structures and water 
continuities.

The aim of the project is to design a new 
Valley for the new Town, to establish new re-
lations between them. The agricultural struc-
tures, the forests fragments, and the water 
continuities are the tools used to design this 
new landscape.

The project offers a better readability of the 
patrimonial, agricultural and geographical 

elements of the Valley. Ecological units are 
strengthened: forests, riverbanks, hedgerows. 
The plain provides many services to the city, 
for leisure, supply, and the quality of the in-
habited environment. This project is inspired 
by the idea of the «local project», according 
to Alberto Magnaghi.

A fiction imagines that these transforma-
tions are precipitated by the beginning of 
the construction of the Lyon-Turin fast-speed 
line. Inhabitants positions themselves against 
the high-speed train and begin to develop their 
own master plan for the Valley.

Master diploma in Landscape architecture
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Between Lyon and Italy, a flat Valley having lost its identity due to pragmatic transport issues
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Lac du BourgetSouth east of Lyon’s airport is si-
tuated the Bourbre Valley known for its 
concentrated traffic and infrastructure 
congestions. 

The construction of the High 
Speed Train Line between Lyon 
and Turin : one more infraus-
trure that will banalize 
the Bourbre valley over to 
a unique  vocation: transit 
area.

The new town of L’Isle D’Abeau was 
created in the middle of the valley in 
the 1970s as an answer to the expansion 
of Lyon. Today, there are 100 000 in-
habitants around the valley. How could 
the valley become attractive to the in-
habitants?

L’Isle d’Abeau

Canals are a heritage water 
management system, but today 
they can be improved to provi-
de a greater diversity of ha-
bitats and uses.



A new identity for the Valley, a new Valley for the inhabitants
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L’Isle d’Abeau

La Verpillière
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From fragmentation to a diversity of landscapes

A multifunctional water management

Plan of the existing Valley

How to improve the relation between the towns and the Valley ?
 

How to improve the image of this landscape ?

How to increase biodiversity within the Valley ?
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A bike tour around the Valley
23/04/2019 and 24/04/2019

Bourgoin Jallieu

• Create a diversity of landscapes and habitats within the Valley
• Strengthen forest continuity for biodiversity and leisures
• Open «green corridors» between the south and the north
• Promote agro-ecology with wind-breaking hedgerows
• Promote a diversity of cultures to supply the local inhabitants
• Reduce the impact of forest monoculture with strip cropping

• Renaturalize the canals to promote biodiversity and 
improve flood resilience
• Create flood expansion areas to reduce their impact
• Recompose water continuities to connect the borders of 
the Valley with the center
• Reconcile the rigid geometry of water engineering with 
biodiversity and leisures
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A contemporary fringe landscape structure for a multifunctional Valley 
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