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The Hawker Centre is a social nexus point in Singaporean culture, bringing together family, friends and people of 

different cultural backgrounds to enjoy food and good company in an informal setting. The project aims to expand this 

notion to incorporate social programme, interweaving urban green and a plethora of leisure activities within a single 

active landscape. Thus establishing a new social heart of the otherwise anonymous new Punggol urban development.

By translating the movement of people into a multilevel topography, the project in turn creates a water channel 

network that seamlessly connects the site with the new Waterway park development. The channel system works 

not only as a visual guide, but also serves as a flood-water catchment body, filtering the water and creating a micro-

climate within. The number of water bodies in the landscape create not only a pleasing environment, but also provide 

water for the trees and surrounding vegetation.

The topography folds out to enable covered programme with services that blend in and out of the green park-

like landscape, blurring the boundary between inside and outside. They articulate the ground in a manner that 

accommodate different leisure activities, based on the location on site.
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The Punggol Development
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Creating topography
Introduction

The site is located in the rapidly expanding 
new urban development in Punggol, Singa-
pore. With a grand projet providing over 150 
000 new homes for the growing population, 
The Punggol development offers a pragmatic
solution to the housing deficit.

A carpet of HDB goverment housing will soon
be accompanied by a new University campus
and Technological Business Hub in the north
of the site.

With the upcoming boom of new residents, the 
site is in direct need of a new identity and 
quality public space to cater to both the needs 
of the residents, as well as the daily migrants 
working and studying in the planned facilities. 
The project therefore aims to connect the 
main infrastructural knot of the MRT Water-
way park.

A new reading of the potential and importance 
of urban green in connection with the 
traditional indoor-oriented malls and cultural 
centers is created. 

The topography was generated by first 
creating a f ield condition with a weighted node
system and using the f ield values to assert 
differences in height throughout the plot. This
created a multitude of shaded spaces that 
blend seamlessly with the surrounding park.

The different levels encourage exploration and
offer privacy and intimacy in a public space, 
giving it a more human scale.






