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01. REVEAL
02. DEBUNK
03. MONITOR

The perception of risk is
confronted through research and
material connections between
humans, non-humans, and site.

02. Research and sitework can
DEBUNK (and, for that matter,
confirm) preconceived notions
about an opaque landscape.

DECOMMISSION

01. REVEALING aspects of the
landscape (both built and
natural) through sitework can
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In the United States, colonial power is often perpetuated by limiting access to and information about
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. There are more than 10,000 FUDS sites throughout the world.
I POLICY: US Department of Defense + Formerly Used Defense Sites [FUDS] Current decommissioning practices only consider the remediation

and removal of wastes, and ignore the lasting sociocultural
impacts of operating these landscapes.

oppartunity to address the eff

histories of obfuscation.
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I_SITE: Plum Island, New York

PLUM ISLAND
SUFFOLK COUNTY, NEW YORK

Known laboratory and military
use, archeological sites,
known and potential
contamination

AREAS OF INTEREST

LONG ISLAND SOUND

483. CANTONMENT

—— Laboratory sewage decontamination
| r— Laboratory and three incinerators
—— Stabilization lagoon

— Aeration lagoon
| Clean fill borrow area

07.LAB 257

Large animal holding
—— Plum Island light

PLUM GUT

Corral
Animal guarantine

Well field
Lab 257 + Incinerator

The future of this FUDS site, home to PLum Island Animal Disease
Research Laboratory, is uncertain. It is to be decommissioned in
2022 and will be auctioned to the highest bidder or

"mothballed" (taken out of service) by the US government.
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l'—Sesrchlights
~——Mining casemate

Administrative waste incinerator

Laboratory animal breeding

-Fire station
Loading Dock + Staging Pad
Library

GARDINER’S BAY
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[:] Cemetery

Fort Terry sites

Prehistoric sites

Waste management area

Area of potential contamination
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r-;ROPOSAL: Plum Island Decommissioning, Lab 257

~

~ | 01. REFRAME

w | 2. REINTERPRET
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When decommissioning
opaque sites, it becomes
much easier to flatten
complexity out of them,
covering up the
"material entanglements"
between humans and
contaminants that
continue to exist. This
proposal remediates
groundwater
contamination at a
former munitions depot
and laboratory using
monitoring and
bioremediation. As
remediation occurs, the
extents of groundwater
contamination are marked
above ground with tall
stakes, a palimpsest of
l::jtaminants over time.
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wRemediation mix

SITE 02.LAB 257

1. REFRAME Lab 257

2. REINTERPRET c

PALIMPFENCE

Reckoning with
invisible contaminants

|

Remediation Palette: §ﬁw;l

Robinia pseudoacacia w o ted g
3, %

Black Locust
Persicaria punctata &
Dotted Smartweed éﬁé

Festuca rubra
Red Fescue
Panicum virgatum
Switchgrass

Bioindicator Palette:
Tradescantia sp.

Spiderwort

Vieca faba

Broad Bean

Zea mays

Corn
Groundwater
contamination
markers

Staking program
based on new
contamination data
occurs each year

Groundwater
monitoring every 5
years or when
bioindicators change

Bioindicators
change color with
contamination






