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River Jato 

(where now lies the lake)
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Birdwatching hotspots

IGM, 1955 IGM, 1968 IGM, 1992 IGM, 2000

TRANSFORMING LANDSCAPE

Existing trekking track

Existing country road

River Jato

Other tributaries

Despite its artificial 

origin, this landscape 

has developed its own 

vegetation, displaying 

countless varieties of 

species and creating a 

landscape that is one 

of a kind - watch out 

for spring and summer, 

that is when it is in full 

bloom!

To understand why the lake 

was built, it is necessary to 

go back in history, between 

the 50’s and the 60’s: for 

years, farmers had strug-

gled to water their fields 

and were forced to pay  very 

high prices to guarantee the 

survival of their crops, with 

“water lords” asking for 

more each time. The result 

was that only a few of them 

were able to pay. It was not 

until Danilo Dolci led a 

group of farmers that water 

was, finally, available to 

everyone.

DANILO DOLCI: 

“ARCHITECT OF 

MANKIND”

The mild climate of this 

landscape creates the 

perfect conditions for 

birds to spend the winter 

season - December and 

January are the perfect 

months for birdwatching. 

If you prefer warmer 

days, wait for the return 

migration flow in March - 

May!
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Before being flooded, 

the valley that houses 

Lake Poma was 

previously crossed by 

the continuous stream 

of the River Jato. Here 

is what lies underneath 

the water line (and 

sometimes comes back 

on the surface...)



FLOATING SCULPTURES

Remember that hidden 

landscape? Now you 

will always know where 

things are - even when 

you cannot see them!

O
B

SE
R

VA
TI

O
N TOWERS

C
A

M
P

IN
G

 A
REA

PA
TH

S 
O

N
 T

HE W
ATER

B
IR

D
W

AT
CH

IN
G TOWERS

B
IR

D
S’

 T
O

W
ERS

W

H
A

T
’S

 N
E

W
?

Driveways
Intercity cycle track
Riverside cycle track

Partinico

San Giuseppe Jato
San Cipirello

Grisì

ROADS RENOVATION
NEW INTERCITY

CYCLE TRACK

PEDESTRIAN AND CYCLE TRACK

BIRDWATCHING

TOWERS

RAINWATER DRAIN SISTEM 

RENOVATION

DRIVEWAY

BIKECROSS

TRACK

CAMPER VAN 

SERVICED AREA

GO-KART

TRACK

WATER SPORTS

MOTOCROSS

TRACK

BUILDINGS

RENOVATION

CAMPING 

AREA

OUTDOOR 

FITNESS

FREE 

CLIMBING

OBSERVATION

TOWERS

LANDSCAPING



PATH
S O

N
 TH

E
 W

A
T

E
R

BIRD
W

ATC
H

IN
G

 T
O

W
E

R
S

OBSERVA
TIO

N
 T

O
W

E
R

S

HOW DOES IT WORK?

EXTREME DROUGHT 

only happened in 

1988, 1999, 2002, 2017

SUMMER 

average water lever

WINTER

maximum capacity

As shown below, the waterline tends to vary throughout 

the year, depending on precipitation and water demand 

by the fields and towns. 

Therefore, the paths over the water adjust to its level - 

some of them by being flooded during the rain season, 

some other ones by being above the waterline all year 

round.

Embedded in the landscape, these birdwa-

tching towers allow visitors to enjoy the 

beauty of the fauna populating the oasis 

without disturbing it. Inside each tower you 

will find the basic equipment for 

birdwatching along with informative panels 

about the resident and visiting species.

To fully embrace the nature surrounding 

the reserve, these observation towers* 

allow visitors to enjoy the view from a 

different point of view. Strategically planted 

in focal points of the oasis, these 12 metres 

tall devices will reveal views that would 

otherwise remain hidden.
*as shown in the previous panel


