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        Cross-Border Landscapes between Slovakia, Austria and Hungary (LE:NOTRE Student Competition)
Chiara Loffredi, Foysal Md. Karim, Ho Ching Leung, Shaurav Paul

         Main Project II  (the Cross Border Landscapes project was one of two possible tasks students could choose between) 
               2019/2020 (winter term)
               Prof. Ingrid Schegk, Prof. Birgit Schmidt, Prof. Karl-Heinz Einberger, Stefanie Gruber
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The project dealt with the task of the International Student Competition of the LE:NOTRE Institute in advance to the 
Landscape Forum Bratislava 2020. Students were asked to develop new visions and ideas for the future 
development of the trinational urban landscape of Bratislava covering Slovak, Hungarian and Austrian territories. 
A particular focus was on the Bratislava metropolitan area on the Slovak side of the border, small rural settlements 
on the Austrian side of the border and the Three Countries Point where the borderlines between Slovakia, Austria 
and Hungary intersect.

The existing landscape along the former Iron Curtain represents problems and challenges of the specific periurban 
landscape situation, where the dynamics of urban development of the growing Slovak capital Bratislava meet the 
international border and affect the surrounding rural municipalities and rural agricultural landscapes.

Based on a detailed analysis the authors of the project 'AMALGAM: A new Story for the Border' developed a concept 
which includes the main driving forces in this border landscape: urban growth, tourism, history, culture, agriculture 
and ecology. The landscape was interpreted as a kind of mosaic and used to develop a new pattern which connects 
people, places and identities - of course crossing the border. 
The idea of 'Amalgam' functions as a glue: a new system of paths reconnects the mosaic patches and tells a new 
story of the historical landscape.
This approach is not only applied in the Masterplan but in the two focus areas as well: with a green landscape 
corridor between Petrzalka (Slovakia) and Kittsee (Austria)' and a cultural plaza which represents the concept also 
formally at the Three Countries Point.
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HISTORY AND CULTURE 

INSIGHT FROM SITE ANALYSIS 

Difference in perception of landscape 
The border plays an important role in the landscape. The fall of lron Curtain 
symbolises the demolition of physical border between the three countries. 
But interestingly, the border still functions emotionally and invisibly, 
segregating the landscapes and different communities and identities. 

From the eyes of local communities: 
Border as a routine 

Communities nearby the border 
commute daily across the border to 
work and back home. Travelling 
across the border becomes a 
routine, regardless of their identities 
defined by the border. 

From the eyes of tourists and visitors: 
Border as a limit 

Despite of the abundant attractions in 
Austria across the border, Bratislava and its 
surrounding landscapes remains to 
dominate the majority of visitors, and that 
the border is a physical limit to tourists' 
destinations. 

From the eyes of ecological & protected 
spieces 
Border as an opportunity 

With the favourable environmental and 
geographical conditions of the border 
area, the border functions os an important 
habitat for the migration ad breeding of 
protected species. 

CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT 

Connecting people and landscape 
Considering each town and attraction os a single and isolated patch, the 
idea of 'amalgam' functions as glue to fill in the gap between each patch. 
Through establishment of both visual, emotional and physical connections, 
the aim of the masterplan is to connect people, place and identity. 

multiple landscape 
patch with 

individual identity 
and quality 
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TOURISM ECOLOGY ANDAGRICULTURE 
Protected oreas and agricultural significance A journey through time - mapping the historical nodes 
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buried history olong the border serves a significant role in shaping the 
identity of the landscape. 
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