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At the confluence of two major migratory bird paths, the city of Toronto can be considered a superhighway, supporting 

the habitat of millions of birds each year. They flock to the watercourses that have sculpted the city -- the rivers and 

ravines that lay within the ever-developing urban fabric. Under the threat of climate change and the loss of vital habitat, 

species at risk seek refuge in the the network systems of parks that connect to the city’s most valuable life source - the 

water. This project dedicates the Lower Don River and the Riverdale Park to the birds of Toronto, with the intent to 

reconnect the city to an abundant ecosystem it once supported. The Lower Don Bird Corridor will provide target 

ecosystems - varying environmental condistions for bird species to nest and forage. A series of follies act as interactive 

structures for both birds and humans, trailing through a gradient of constructed wetlands and woodlands that  provide 

habitat for wildlife but also retain floodwater and filter stormwater from the neigbouring roads before it reaches the river. 

With Riverdale Park East and West as the the entry ways to the trail, the path makes way for bird enthusiasts and 

pedestrians alike. A restored landscape, the Lower Don River becomes a continuous corridor for birds and other wildlife 

to thrive, revitalizing the city’s connection to the Don River and the greater ravine trail network.
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Context 

Key Plan

1 - Viewing Platorm 2 - Perching Station 3 - Tree Swallow Nest Box 4 - Great Blue Heron
     Nesting Platform

5 - Floating Duck Houses 6 -  American Kestrel
      Nest Box

7 - Barn Swallow Hosuse 8 - Dovecote  

Map of FolliesBird  Folly Models Site Plan - Proposed

Riverdale Park East

Riverdale Park West



Foraging Endangered Species

Nesting Low conservational concern
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Buildings)

Open/abandoned fields

White Spruce
Eastern White Pine

Eastern Red Cedar

Tamarack

Chokecherry

Hackberry

Red Maple

Silver Maple

Trembling Aspen

White Oak

Serviceberry

Shagbark hickory

White birch

Black Willow

Crab Apple

Swamp Birch

Swamp White Oak

Red Oak

Red-Osier dogwood

Eastern Cottonwood

Alder

Black Rasberry

Common Blackberry

Common Elder

Hawthorn

Elderberry

Hazelnut

Ninebark

Swamp Rose

Smooth Rose

Sandbar Willow

Southern Arrow Wood

Staghorn Sumac

Winterberry Holly

Honey Suckle

Spicebush

Button Bush

Virginia Creeper

Riverbank Grape

Scarlet-Bee Balm

Spotted jewelweed

Sunflower

Arrowheads

Buckbean

Cranberry

Cattail

Foxtail

Soft Rush

Sweet Flag

Water Arum

American speedwell

Arrow arum or tuckahoe

Boneset

Cardinal Flower

Flat topped aster

Blue Lobelia

Joe Pyeweed

Marsh fern

Marsh marigold

Sedges

Swamp milkweed

Water stargrass
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Cerulean Warbler

Henslow’s 

Sparrow

Prothonotary warbler

Bobolink

gold-winged warbler 

Barn Swallow

Least Bittern

Chimney Swift

Yellow Breasted Chat

Yellow Rail

black tern

Canada Warbler Hooded Warbler

Red-Headed Woodpecker
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Wet Meadow

Salix alba - White Willow
Populus deltoides - Eastern Cottonwood
Salix nigra - Black Willow
Typha - Cattail
Carex stricta - Tussock Sedge
Helianthus -Sunflower 
Juncus Effuses - Soft Rush

Wet Meadow

Populus Trembloides - Trembling Aspen
Rhus Typhina - Staghorn Sumac
Prunus virginiana - Chokecherry
Bromus madritensis - Foxtail Brome
Balsaminaceae -Spotted jewelweed
Solidago - Goldenrod 
Cephalanthus occidentalis - buttonbush

Forested Wetlands

Pinus Strobus - Easern White Pine
Betula alleghaniensis - Yellow Birch
Acer Rubrum
Suga canadensis - Eastern Hemlock
Crataegus - Hawthorn
Cornus stolonifera - Red Osier Dogwood 
Rosa palustris - Swamp Rose

Marsh

Amelenchier Canadensis- Serviceberry
Carya Ovata - Yellow Birch
Populus Deltoides - Trembling Aspen
Typha - Cattail
Peltandra - Arrow Arum 
Menyanthes - Buckbean
Lobelia Cardinalis - Cardinal Flower

Areas of Foraging / Nesting
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Proposed Grading

-

-

-

-

Riverdale Park East

Lookout Point

Lookout Point

Recreational Sports

Area

Recreational Sports
Area

Existing Grading  Proposed Grading 

Riverdale Park West

Wetland

Wetland
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Wetland

Acorus calamus - Sweet Flag
Eutrochium purpureumoe - Joe Pyeweed
Asclepias incarnata - Swamp Milkweed
Lobelia cardinalis - Cardinal Flower
Monarda fistulosa - Wild Bergamot

Pond

Populus deltoides - Eastern Cottonwood
Salix a Alba -  White Willow
Robinia pseudoacacia- Black Locust
Acorus calamus - Sweet Flag
Salix babylonica - Weeping Willow
Thelypteris palustris - Marsh Fern
Calla Palustris - Water Arum
Hierochloe odorata - Water Sweetgrass

Recreational sport taking place in the park 
can be disruptive to wildlife habitat, requiring 
noise, heavy foot traffic, and a considerable 
amount of light. The  proposed grading brings 
recreation sport activities to street level 
separating it from the Bird Corridor along the 
river and encouraging for habitat to thrive. 



Section A - The Don River Trail

Section B - Riverdale Park East


