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2019
DIEGO BERMUDEZ + MANUELA GUZMÁN

DEPARTMENT OF DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURE / INTERMEDIATE 
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This project is the �rst step in the semester-long study of the Gualí Wetlands in Funza, in the outskirts of Bogotá. It 

consists of a master plan within this 1196 hectare ecosystem that could serve to articulate the main agents that 

coexist around it  - industries, agriculture, road networks, urbanization and �oriculture - with the wildlife and 

ecological structure of the wetland. Since these relationships are stronger and have greater impact on the outer 

limits and riverbanks of the wetland, our strategy focuses on intervening only these areas. The interventions are 

de�ned based on the type of agent that is dominant in a certain area as well as the topographic tendency of the 

land. All of them are designed and sought out to provide a multifunctional use of the land that can serve the agent 

in the same way that it serves the ecosystem, forming a better relationship between human infrastructures and 

natural landscape. An important technique that can be found in many areas of the project is water depuration, 

which consists of planting speci�c species of �ora that are native to the wetland to help cleanse the waters that 

have been polluted by industries or urbanization. Considering the constant expansion of Bogotá onto its 

neighboring municipalities, this project is thought out in a long term where it could very well be part of the city. 

UNITS / UNDERGRAD ARCHITECTURE PROGRAM 
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THESE HUMAN ACTIVITIES WITH THE GUALI WETLAND HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED. EACH OF THEM HAVE A DIFFERENT TYPE OF INTERACTION WITH THE WETLAND. 
FROM THESE POOR INTERACTIONS, THE FOLLOWING PROJECT EMERGED.

IN 1926 GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES 
CREATED THE IRRIGATION DISTRICT OF 
LA RAMADA (DISTRITO DE RIEGO DE LA 
RAMADA) IN THE OUTSKIRTS OF 
BOGOTA. THE MAIN GOAL WAS TO 
CONTROL THE RECURRING INUNDA-
TIONS IN THIS FLOODPLAIN SAVANNA 
TO INCREASE NEARBY PRODUCTIVE 
AREAS. 
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The creation of an intermediate body of water, which is covered 
with Junco and Enea plants, gives life to a natural depuration 
system. The water that comes out from the industries, enters de 
wetland with a significantly lower contamination level. Junco and 
Enea are both native to the region and already exist in some 
areas of the wetland.
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