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Riverside Archipelago is a utopian landscape strategy about managing the uncontrolled flow of Arachthos river in Epirus of 
Greece, caused by climate change. The project focuses on the mouth of the river and introduces alternative riverside infra-
structures in order to turn the unfavorable condition of flooding into a sustainable process to the region.

Arachthos is a fast-flowing river that springs from the mountain of Pindos and flows into the Amvrakikos bay. The river ’s mouth 
faces severe flood emergencies almost every year for the last decade causing the destruction of private properties and agri-
cultural fields located on the riverside. The two hydroelectric dams that were constructed in the 80’s cannot control the current 
water flow because of climate change and thus, the floods are inevitable.

A landscape strategy is proposed to be implemented in three phases. The first phase of the strategy proposes the controlled 
change of the river flow through a different dam management. The two dams will allow more water to pass through before the 
high-risk period in order to lower the level of the artificial lake and prepare it for the increased winter flow. The second phase 
of the strategy includes the regeneration of the town’s riverfront in order to gradually strengthen the inhabitants’ relationship 
with the river bed by introducing river baths, a wetland park and a hydroponic garden. Finally, the third part of the strategy is 
about the phased flooding of the meadow in order to turn the existing agriculture into water cultivation and to transform the 
riverbanks into a hydroponic archipelago.



 Phas ing F lood Diagrams    

O c t o b e r  - J a n u a r y F e b r u a r y  -  M a yJ u n e  -  S e p t e m b e rArachthos  River,  Epirus

river highway road dam fields lake settlements

lagoons

gulf

meadow 

town

dams

artificial

lake

αγροτικές εκτάσειςποταμός Εγνατία οδός υδροηλεκτρικό 
φράγμα

οικισμοί 

200 - 400

400 - 700

700 - 2000
(πληθυσμός)

εθνική οδός επαρχιακός δρόμος

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 (km)10

αγροτικές εκτάσειςποταμός Εγνατία οδός υδροηλεκτρικό 
φράγμα

οικισμοί 

200 - 400

400 - 700

700 - 2000
(πληθυσμός)

εθνική οδός επαρχιακός δρόμος

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 (km)10

R i v e r s i d e   A r c h i p e l a g o

River  Pools

Hydroponic
Lakes

Dam I

Dam I I

Hydroponic  Garden

Wetland Park

B.  ARTA
     TOWN 

C.  MEAD OW

A M V R A K I K O S  G U L F 

A.  LAKE
     POURNARIOU

6  F luvia l  v i l lages

The Strategy
of three Riverscapes

 



Riverfront regeneration
Landscape Infrastructure

Hydroponic GardenWetland Park

River Baths

Water
Management

Circulation

Programs

Landscape
Infrastructure

June - September October -  January February -  May

meadow dune stream

forest chanels

River Baths Wetland Park Hydroponic Garden

Flooding effect

Riverfront Axonometric

Wetland Park
Landscape Infrastructure



River Baths
 Infrastructure of Leisure 

Hydroponic Garden
Productive Ecology

Hydroponic Lakes
Landscape Infrastructure


