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PRESS RELEASE UNDER EMBARGO UNTIL 1/10/2021 AT 19.30 H.

The Brooklyn Bridge Park in New York designed by Michael Van
Valkenburgh has won the Rosa Barba International Landscape
Prize 2021

¢ The project Medellin River Parks, by Sebastian Monsalve Gomez and Juan David
Hoyos Taborda, has received a Mention from the Jury.

¢ The Barcelona International Biennial of Landscape Architecture closes its first virtual
edition with approximately 2.500 registered people.

e Since September 27", 42 lectures have been presented on the reality of landscape
and the future in the current climate emergency context.

Barcelona, October 1rs. - The Brooklyn Bridge Park in New York designed by Michael Van
Valkenburgh has been proclaimed winner of the Rosa Barba International Landscape Prize

2021, which is awarded within the symposium of the 11" International Biennial of Landscape
Architecture Biennial, Barcelona, which took place from September 27" to October 2.

Designed and built over the past 20 years, Brooklyn Bridge Park spans 85 acres along 1.3 miles
of the East River waterfront. The project has transformed the hardened industrial site of
abandoned warehouses, obsolete piers, and decaying bulkheads into a vibrant public space.
Today, park elements improve public access, reanimate six piers, and restore ecological
diversity, blurring the edge between the East River and the park and proposing a new model
for transforming civic urban waterfronts.

The project Parques del Rio Medellin, by Sebastian Monsalve Gomez and Juan David Hoyos

Taborda, has received a Mention from the Jury. An urban park made up of quality Public
spaces that integrates Medellin River corridor, the structuring systems of Medellin and the
Metropolitan Area with urban activity.

The Rosa Barba International Landscape Prize consists of an economic reward of 15,000 €, is
awarded to a landscaping project built during the 5 years prior to the symposium date, and is
publicly presented during the Biennial celebration. The selected projects are published in the
Biennial Book-catalogue, are part of an exhibition and are included in the Biennial's online
archive. Over the years, this award constituted a barometer of high interest of trends, social
concerns and professional contributions from the world of landscaping regarding the needs
and emergencies in relation to care and intervention in the territory.

The International Jury of the 11" Biennial is composed of Esteban Leon (head of the program
for the elaboration of resilience profiles of the UN-Habitat cities); Cristina Castelbranco
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(landscape architect and doctor in History of Art of Gardens at the University of Lisbon);
Kongjian Yu (landscape architect, urban planner with a PhD in design from Harvard University);
James Hayter (landscape architect and urban planner from Harvard University) and Julie
Bargmann (architect behind regenerative and collaborative landscapes).

The finalists of the Rosa Barba International Landscape Award for this edition have been:

Medellin River Parks (Colombia), by Sebastian Monsalve Gomez + Juan David Hoyos
Taborda

* Transformation of Yang Shupu Thermal Power Plant, Shanghai (China), by Original
Design Studio/TJAD

* Ribeirinho Oriente Park, Lisboa (Portugal), by F|C - Arquitectura Paisagista

¢  Schelde Quays in South Sint-Andries (Belgium), by PROAP - Estudos e Projectos de
Arquitectura Paisagista Lda

* International Geodesign collaboration, London (UK), by Carl Steinitz for IGC core
group and the current 140 university participants.

* Brooklyn Bridge Park, New York (USA), by Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates, Inc. —
Landscape Architect

¢ Chulalongkorn University Centenary Park (Tailand), by LANDPROCESS

* Girona’s Shores (Spain), de EMF- Estudi Marti Franch

* La Mexicana Park (Mexic), by Grupo de Disefio Urbano (GDU) + Victor Marquez (VMA)

¢ Central Park, Valencia (Spain), by Gustafson Porter + Bowman

* The tropics and the built landscape Urban Center of Medellin Colombia, by AEU

On the other hand, the International Prize of the Schools (remunerated with 1.500 €,
which also includes the exhibition of the projects and the inclusion of said projects in the
Biennial website) has designated the City College of New York the winner of this edition
school’s prize. The 8 finalists of architecture schools have been Leibniz University Hannover
(Germany); University of Technology Sydney (Australia); Harvard University Graduate
School of Design (United States); City College of New York (United States); School of
Architecture Urban Planning Construction Engineering Politecnico di Milano (Italy);
Amsterdam Academy of Architecture (the Netherlands); TUDelft (the Netherlands) and
Huazhong University of Science and Technology (China).

Closing ceremony at the Palau de la Musica

The winning projects of the Rosa Barba International Country Award and
the International School Award will be announced to the public on October 1 at 7:00 p.m. in
the course of the closure act of the 11th Biennial scheduled at the Palau de la Musica.

The event will count on the presence of the President of the Consejo Superior de Colegios de
Arquitectos de Espafa (CSCAE), Lluis Comerdén; the Dean of the College of
Architects of Catalonia (COAC), Assumpcidé Puig; the Vice-rector of Architecture,
Infrastructure and Territories of the UPC, Jordi Ros; the manager of the Metropolitan
Area of Barcelona (AMB), Ramon Torra; the general director of the Territorial
and Urban Planning Department of the generalities of Catalonia, Agusti Serra; and
the Provincial Council of Mobility, Natural Spaces
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and Forest Fire Prevention of the Provincial Council of Barcelona, Josep Tarin. The ceremony,
which has a limited capacity and is subject to COVID19 measurements, it can be followed
through the Biennial website at: https://landscape.coac.net/en/october-1st

The 11™ International Biennial of Landscaping in Barcelona is organized by the Col-legi
d’Arquitectes de Catalunya and the Polytechnic University of Catalonia. It counts with the
institutional support of the Metropolitan Area of Barcelona, the Barcelona City Council and the
Diputacio de Barcelona, the collaboration of Fundacion Banco Sabadell and the support of the
ISUF Congress, the International Federation of Landscape Architects (IFLA), the International
Federation of Landscape Architects of Europe (IFLA Europe) and the New European Bauhaus.
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