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Written statement:
The new Pa Harakeke (Harakeke garden) at Paekakariki School is part of an ongoing participatory project between VUW/landscape 
architecture and Paekakariki School community. The project started in 2019 with a participatory design process between LAND 321 
and the school community to collectively design different areas of the school.  Different workshops with children, teachers, parents 
and school community groups were organised. Eleven teams of students developed concept designs that were presented and 
exhibited.  The school community voted for their favourite designs and decided to develop the Pa Harakake in first place given its 
cultural and educational significance. The winning proposal was developed by a team of students and teaching staff in 2020 and 
collectively implemented in 2021. The Pa Harakeke project was selected to be developed in first place due to its strategic location in 
the school, and the potential to expand Māori knowledge in the education of primary school students in aspects such as the Māori 
Rongoa (medicinal), Tikanga (traditions, values), Kawa (protocol) and art (weaving). Once it will reach its mature stage, the garden 
will be used by the local marae, the local weavers collective, and the school community. The garden holds some of the best 
harakeke across Aotearoa New Zealand (Rene Orchiston Collection), and is complemented by clusters of coastal plants. 
Intermingled with the garden, different structures will facilitate informal play, socialization, rest, outdoor classroom space and school 
events. These will be implemented in 2024 as a following construction phase.
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Final presentations, exhibition and voting (children and adults for best Master Plan, Pa Harakeke, Fence line, Outdoor Learning Space, Junior Playground, and Senior Playground ) 

Workshops and presentations with children (classes from 5 to 12 years old) 

Events; workshops with parents; teachers and school community groups; students interacting

Some panels from eleven different designs done by teams of three students



ara  a fa lo s lan
Phormium Tenax  is n mi  o o aroa  alan   on ains r i al ri ono s s  a s l s a  ar  ss n iall  ir  ollina  

ro in  olo rf l flo rs i  l n if l n ar   la s ar  arran  al rna l  in o o osi  r i al ro s i  ro  from 
 m in l n  an   mm in i  n in  on  l i ar  r  is a ri  aria ion in olo r an  s r n  of  la s  

s  ar  mar   lon i inal s ria ions ri s  s r n n   as  fi rs a  ro i  iff r n  ali i s o  lan   n r 
an  s of  la s ar  in olo r n in  on   of l i ar  la  ro ns  r s  oran s an  llo s  ara  l i ars 
also ar  in i   o  m rs  an  s a  alf s ri  or lli i al

The Rene Orchiston collection
 l i ars of  n  r is on oll ion ar   s  ara  lan s in o aroa  alan   r  

s l   n  r is on from iff r n  mara s alon   o n r  i   aim o r al  r s r  an
ro o a  l ral ri a   mara  is a f n in om l  of il in s an  ro n s a  lon  o a ar i lar 

i i ri  a ū s ri  or āna  famil   oll ion ol s   iff r n   of l i ars i  ional
leaf and fibre properties. There are varieties specially suited for making kete, whariki, piupiu and cloaks. 

ional l i ars in  a ara
 a ara  is a lan in  of s l  ari i s of ara  os n for ir m a fi r  or raran a a in lai in  ali i s   is 
on i  as a s l ion of ari i s a  s  s i   a in  r os s  lan s ar  s a  onsi rin   iff r n  im nsions o 

fa ili a  ro  ar s in  an  r nin   a ara  a  a a ari i s ool ol s  iff r n  l i ars of  n  r is on 
oll ion  l i ar in s r  ona   o na ional ins i ions s  as anaa i n a  ar ians i  of  oll ion  an  

 a a a ional s m  is ar n is a ma nifi n  r so r  for lo al a rs   ill also  s  o ro a a  i s al a l  lan s 
o o r ar ns  

  ara  lan s  l i ars arran  onsi rin  im nsions an  ori in  li l  r ss  ar as o s or  s orm a r mana m n  m l m n
  oas al lan s  i s a a  o oas al san  a i a s as  ori inal lan s a  of a a ari i  i  minim m main nan  n s  m l m n
  oor lassroom an  fl i l  n  s a    ons r ion s s m i   iff r n  l ls     ms i  ail  si n on  o  im l m n  
  a in  an  informal la  s r r s    ons r ion s s m i   iff r n  l ls     ms i  ail  si n on  o  im l m n
  im r ol s la  s r r s  im r fram   ons r ion s s ms  o  ar  an  ain  ail  si n on  o  im l m n  olla of oas al s i s s in a ara

Origin of the 28 cultivars present in the 
garden and location of Paekakariki



ecovering cultural heritage
Harakeke has a relevant importance in Māori culture  Harakeke lades were used for ust a out everything
re uired for day to day life  for clothing  cloaks  sandals  fishing lines  nets  mats  kete ( askets)  fans  fly 
swats  elts  house panels  sails or rope  t was also used for medicinal purpouses  rich cultural knowledge 
has een generated over time  aranga (weaving) is taught y trained tōhunga (expert weavers)  he
traditional use of harakeke is eing recovered along the country  educating new generations of new 
ealanders a out the cultural value of the plant and the potentials of its recovery  aekakariki school 

contri utes to this recovery y introducing the use of harakeke in the school curriculum. The garden will also 
facilitate the creation and expansion of local weaving groups

Planting plan

The  garden as a facilitator of synergies
hildren and teachers are already managing the 

garden as part of the School curriculum. The project is 
growing and expanding over time, with a second 
planted area next to the north fence of the School. 
Harakeke will be ready to be harvested from 2024, 
when plants will reach their mature stage. At that 
moment, the garden will be harvested and used by 
children and teachers as part of the 
School curriculum. The local marae and local weaving 
groups will also get involved. The outdoor learning 
space and the informal play structures will be 
implemented in 2024.

Harakeke community planting day with tōhunga (expert weavers) showing Māori planting practices; children managing the garden & planting new harakeke at the north fence
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