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Written statement:
The new Pa Harakeke (Harakeke garden) at Paekakariki School is part of an ongoing participatory project between VUW/landscape 
architecture and Paekakariki School community. The project started in 2019 with a participatory design process between LAND 321 
and the school community to collectively design different areas of the school.  Different workshops with children, teachers, parents 
and school community groups were organised. Eleven teams of students developed concept designs that were presented and 
exhibited.  The school community voted for their favourite designs and decided to develop the Pa Harakake in first place given its 
cultural and educational significance. The winning proposal was developed by a team of students and teaching staff in 2020 and 
collectively implemented in 2021. The Pa Harakeke project was selected to be developed in first place due to its strategic location in 
the school, and the potential to expand Māori knowledge in the education of primary school students in aspects such as the Māori 
Rongoa (medicinal), Tikanga (traditions, values), Kawa (protocol) and art (weaving). Once it will reach its mature stage, the garden 
will be used by the local marae, the local weavers collective, and the school community. The garden holds some of the best 
harakeke across Aotearoa New Zealand (Rene Orchiston Collection), and is complemented by clusters of coastal plants. 
Intermingled with the garden, different structures will facilitate informal play, socialization, rest, outdoor classroom space and school 
events. These will be implemented in 2024 as a following construction phase.

Building from the bottom: Pa Harakeke at Paekakariki school
LAND 321 students and staff 
LAND 321 Landscape Architecture Construction
2019-2020
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Final presentations, exhibition and voting (children and adults for best Master Plan, Pa Harakeke, Fence line, Outdoor Learning Space, Junior Playground, and Senior Playground ) 

Workshops and presentations with children (classes from 5 to 12 years old) 

Events; workshops with parents; teachers and school community groups; students interacting

Some panels from eleven different designs done by teams of three students



+araNHNH� a faEXloXs SlanW
Phormium Tenax  is HnGHmiF Wo $oWHaroa 1HZ =HalanG� ,W FonWains YHrWiFal WriJonoXs sHHG FaSsXlHs WKaW arH HssHnWiall\ EirG SollinaWHG� 
SroGXFinJ FoloXrfXl floZHrs ZiWK SlHnWifXl nHFWar� 7KH ElaGHs arH arranJHG alWHrnaWHl\ in WZo oSSosiWH YHrWiFal roZs ZKiFK JroZ from 
����� m in lHnJWK anG ������ mm in ZiGWK GHSHnGinJ on WKH FXlWiYar� 7KHrH is a riFK YariaWion in FoloXr anG sWrHnJWK of WKH ElaGHs� 
7KHsH arH marNHG E\ lonJiWXGinal sWriaWions �riGJHs� sWrHnJWKHnHG E\ EasW fiEHrs WKaW SroYiGH GiffHrHnW TXaliWiHs Wo WKH SlanW� 7KH FHnWHr 
anG HGJHs of WKH ElaGHs Yar\ in FoloXr GHSHnGinJ on WKH W\SH of FXlWiYar� ElaFN� EroZns� rHGs� oranJHs anG \HlloZs� +araNHNH FXlWiYars 
also Yar\ in KHiJKW ���� Wo � mHWHrs� anG sKaSH �Kalf sSKHriF or HlliSWiFal��

The Rene Orchiston collection
7KH FXlWiYars of WKH 5HnH 2rFKisWon FollHFWion arH WKH EHsW KaraNHNH SlanWs in $oWHaroa 1HZ =HalanG� 7KH\ ZHrH 
sHlHFWHG E\ 5HnH 2rFKisWon from GiffHrHnW maraHs alonJ WKH FoXnWr\ ZiWK WKH aim Wo rHYHal� SrHsHrYH anG
SroSoJaWH FXlWXral KHriWaJH� $ maraH is a fHnFHG�in FomSlH[ of EXilGinJs anG JroXnGs WKaW EHlonJ Wo a SarWiFXlar 
iZi �WriEH�� KaSū �sXE�WriEH� or ZKānaX �famil\�� 7KH FollHFWion KolGs  �� GiffHrHnW W\SH of FXlWiYars ZiWK H[FHSWional
leaf and fibre properties. There are varieties specially suited for making kete, whariki, piupiu and cloaks. 

([FHSWional FXlWiYars in WKH 3a +araNHNH
$ Sa KaraNHNH is a SlanWinJ of sHlHFWHG YariHWiHs of KaraNHNH FKosHn for WKHir mXNa �fiErH� or raranJa �ZHaYinJ�SlaiWinJ� TXaliWiHs� ,W is 
FonFHiYHG as a sHlHFWion of YariHWiHs WKaW EHsW sXiW WKH ZHaYinJ SXrSosHs� 3lanWs arH sSaFHG FonsiGHrinJ WKH GiffHrHnW GimHnsions Wo 
faFiliWaWH JroZWK� KarYHsWinJ anG SrXninJ� 7KH 3a +araNHNH aW 3aHNaNariNi sFKool KolGs �� GiffHrHnW FXlWiYars of WKH 5HnH 2rFKisWon 
FollHFWion� &XlWiYar FXWWinJs ZHrH GonaWHG E\ WZo naWional insWiWXWions sXFK as 0anaaNi :KHnXa �WKH JXarGiansKiS of WKH FollHFWion� anG 
7H 3aSa 1aWional 0XsHXm� 7Kis JarGHn is a maJnifiFHnW rHsoXrFH for loFal ZHaYHrs� ,W Zill also EH XsHG Wo SroSaJaWH iWs YalXaElH SlanWs 
Wo oWKHr JarGHns� 

� � +araNHNH SlanWs� &XlWiYars arranJHG FonsiGHrinJ GimHnsions anG oriJin� 6liJKWl\ GHSrHssHG arHas Wo sXSSorW sWormZaWHr manaJHmHnW� ,mSlHmHnWHG�
� � &oasWal SlanWs� 6SHFiHs aGaSWHG Wo FoasWal sanG\ KaEiWaWs as WKH oriJinal lanGsFaSH of 3aHNaNariNi� :iWK minimXm mainWHnanFH nHHGs� ,mSlHmHnWHG�
� � 2XWGoor Flassroom anG flH[iElH HYHnW sSaFH� 'HFN W\SH FonsWrXFWion s\sWHm ZiWK � GiffHrHnW lHYHls� ��� ��� �� Fms KiJK� 'HWailHG GHsiJn GonH� 7o EH imSlHmHnWHG� 
� � 6HaWinJ anG informal Sla\ sWrXFWXrHs� 'HFN W\SH FonsWrXFWion s\sWHm ZiWK � GiffHrHnW lHYHls� ��� ��� �� Fms KiJK� 'HWailHG GHsiJn GonH� 7o EH imSlHmHnWHG�
� � 7imEHr SolHs Sla\ sWrXFWXrHs� 7imEHr framH W\SH FonsWrXFWion s\sWHms� 7o EH FarYHG anG SainWHG� 'HWailHG GHsiJn GonH� 7o EH imSlHmHnWHG� &ollaJH of FoasWal sSHFiHs XsHG in WKH 3a +araNHNH

Origin of the 28 cultivars present in the 
garden and location of Paekakariki



5ecovering cultural heritage
Harakeke has a relevant importance in Māori culture� Harakeke Elades were used for Must aEout everything
reTuired for day�to�day life� for clothing� cloaks� sandals� fishing lines� nets� mats� kete (Easkets)� fans� fly 
swats� Eelts� house panels� sails or rope� ,t was also used for medicinal purpouses $ rich cultural knowledge 
has Eeen generated over time� 5aranga (weaving) is taught Ey trained tōhunga (expert weavers)� 7he
traditional use of harakeke is Eeing recovered along the country� educating new generations of new 
]ealanders aEout the cultural value of the plant and the potentials of its recovery� 3aekakariki school 
contriEutes to this recovery Ey introducing the use of harakeke in the school curriculum. The garden will also 
facilitate the creation and expansion of local weaving groups�

Planting plan

The  garden as a facilitator of synergies
&hildren and teachers are already managing the 
garden as part of the School curriculum. The project is 
growing and expanding over time, with a second 
planted area next to the north fence of the School. 
Harakeke will be ready to be harvested from 2024, 
when plants will reach their mature stage. At that 
moment, the garden will be harvested and used by 
children and teachers as part of the 
School curriculum. The local marae and local weaving 
groups will also get involved. The outdoor learning 
space and the informal play structures will be 
implemented in 2024.

Harakeke community planting day with tōhunga (expert weavers) showing Māori planting practices; children managing the garden & planting new harakeke at the north fence
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