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Turn the tide! A landscape-based strategy for a resilient Knysna shoreline

The town of Knysna faces
multiple social, economic and
environmental challenges, which
all require immediate action.
However, a single masterplan
cannot solve all these issues
simultaneously. Knysna will only
be able to tackle these once it
has faced its main rising
challenge: climate resilience.

Knysna can only prepare for
future climate-change related
impacts if its urban edge reacts in
response to the rising sea level in
one of three ways: attack, defend
and/or retreat. This process,
guided by the theory of
Structuralism, will support
Knysna in its development of a
socially reactivated and climate-
resilient shoreline.

Hypothesis
Attack
Ensuring flood protection by building out
onto the water on stilts, floating
structures or by method of land
reclamation.

Defend
The development of sea level rise
protection measures ensure that the
existing built environment is protected
from the rising water levels.

Retreat
Retreating out of the flood zone and
giving space to the rising sea level by
allowing it to flood areas which were
previously urban.

React by retreating
For Knysna, the appropriate climatic response is to retreat the urban edge out of the flood danger zone. This
creates the unique opportunity to create diverse recreational spaces along the shoreline.

Give Structure
Based on structuralist design principles, a close-knit grid is introduced to the existing urban structure. The grid
knits together the old and the new, which strengthens the relationship between the urban edge and shoreline.

Activate by inviting
The shoreline is reactivated by introducing opportunities for recreation along the prominent grid lines.
Previously forgotten spaces now invite the community to rediscover their shoreline and their town’s identity.

Design Concept: REACT(ivate)
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Knysna is located in the Western Cape Province of
South Africa, roughly 450 km east from Cape
Town, in a region known as the “Garden Route”.
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Indentify and react upon
expected and unexpected
climate change impacts:
sea-level rise, drought,
flooding and wildfires.

Invite people to
rediscover the
shoreline by cre-
ating opportunity
for recreation.

Layers of complexity

Social Challenges

Economic Challenges

Ecological Challenges
Climate Resilience
In the near future, the town of Knysna will face predictable
climate change impacts such as sea level rise and
drought, as well as unpredictable impacts such as flooding
and wildfires. The preparation for these changes is the
main challenge for the town.

Preserving Identity
The urgent need to respond to future climate-change
impacts will change the environmental and urban image of
Knysna. The challenge is to develop an appropriate
response to these impacts without risking a loss of the
town’s identity.

Transforming Mobility
The mobility system in Knysna is primarily reliant on
private transport and the public transport sector is highly
inefficient and underdeveloped. A shift in the public’s
perspective on mobility as a part of sustainable city
development is another challenge the design intervention
needs to consider.

Urbanisation Pressures
Rapid population growth is placing pressure on Knysna to
meet the increasing demand for housing and social
services. The challenge is to allow for development to take
place without increasing the encroachment of the town
onto its surrounding natural assets.

Urban Segregation
As a result of historic circumstances, all South African
cities face the issue of urban segregation. In Knysna, this
has resulted in a discrepancy in people’s quality of life and
access to social services. Therefore, any spatial
intervention along the shoreline must fulfil its role as an
equitable recreational space.

Landscape is a complex, multi-layered system. To design
climate-resilient settlements in South Africa the landscape-
layers need to be understood individually, without losing
reference to the whole. The most important layers and
most urgent issues Knysna faces are indentified below.

1:30 000

200m100m

Regional Strategy
Due to the urban edge retreating in response to the rising sea-level, a connected green network is created that wraps itself around the lagoon and stretches out
into the surrounding landscape along streams that feed into the estuary. The network also connects to a conservation area. However, a retreat of the urban edge
entails that infrastructure and communities must be relocated to other areas. This must occur without causing further sprawl of the urban fabric.
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Hypothesis
Attack
Ensuring flood protection by building out
onto the water on stilts, floating
structures or by method of land
reclamation.

Defend
The development of sea level rise
protection measures ensure that the
existing built environment is protected
from the rising water levels.

Retreat
Retreating out of the flood zone and
giving space to the rising sea level by
allowing it to flood areas which were
previously urban.

React by retreating
For Knysna, the appropriate climatic response is to retreat the urban edge out of the flood danger zone. This
creates the unique opportunity to create diverse recreational spaces along the shoreline.

Give Structure
Based on structuralist design principles, a close-knit grid is introduced to the existing urban structure. The grid
knits together the old and the new, which strengthens the relationship between the urban edge and shoreline.

Activate by inviting
The shoreline is reactivated by introducing opportunities for recreation along the prominent grid lines.
Previously forgotten spaces now invite the community to rediscover their shoreline and their town’s identity.
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Indentify and react upon
expected and unexpected
climate change impacts:
sea-level rise, drought,
flooding and wildfires.

Invite people to
rediscover the
shoreline by cre-
ating opportunity
for recreation.

Layers of complexity

Social Challenges

Economic Challenges

Ecological Challenges
Climate Resilience
In the near future, the town of Knysna will face predictable
climate change impacts such as sea level rise and
drought, as well as unpredictable impacts such as flooding
and wildfires. The preparation for these changes is the
main challenge for the town.

Preserving Identity
The urgent need to respond to future climate-change
impacts will change the environmental and urban image of
Knysna. The challenge is to develop an appropriate
response to these impacts without risking a loss of the
town’s identity.

Transforming Mobility
The mobility system in Knysna is primarily reliant on
private transport and the public transport sector is highly
inefficient and underdeveloped. A shift in the public’s
perspective on mobility as a part of sustainable city
development is another challenge the design intervention
needs to consider.

Urbanisation Pressures
Rapid population growth is placing pressure on Knysna to
meet the increasing demand for housing and social
services. The challenge is to allow for development to take
place without increasing the encroachment of the town
onto its surrounding natural assets.

Urban Segregation
As a result of historic circumstances, all South African
cities face the issue of urban segregation. In Knysna, this
has resulted in a discrepancy in people’s quality of life and
access to social services. Therefore, any spatial
intervention along the shoreline must fulfil its role as an
equitable recreational space.

Landscape is a complex, multi-layered system. To design
climate-resilient settlements in South Africa the landscape-
layers need to be understood individually, without losing
reference to the whole. The most important layers and
most urgent issues Knysna faces are indentified below.
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Regional Strategy
Due to the urban edge retreating in response to the rising sea-level, a connected green network is created that wraps itself around the lagoon and stretches out
into the surrounding landscape along streams that feed into the estuary. The network also connects to a conservation area. However, a retreat of the urban edge
entails that infrastructure and communities must be relocated to other areas. This must occur without causing further sprawl of the urban fabric.
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Climate Resilience
In the near future, the town of Knysna will face predictable
climate change impacts such as sea level rise and
drought, as well as unpredictable impacts such as flooding
and wildfires. The preparation for these changes is the
main challenge for the town.

Preserving Identity
The urgent need to respond to future climate-change
impacts will change the environmental and urban image of
Knysna. The challenge is to develop an appropriate
response to these impacts without risking a loss of the
town’s identity.

Transforming Mobility
The mobility system in Knysna is primarily reliant on
private transport and the public transport sector is highly
inefficient and underdeveloped. A shift in the public’s
perspective on mobility as a part of sustainable city
development is another challenge the design intervention
needs to consider.

Urbanisation Pressures
Rapid population growth is placing pressure on Knysna to
meet the increasing demand for housing and social
services. The challenge is to allow for development to take
place without increasing the encroachment of the town
onto its surrounding natural assets.

Urban Segregation
As a result of historic circumstances, all South African
cities face the issue of urban segregation. In Knysna, this
has resulted in a discrepancy in people’s quality of life and
access to social services. Therefore, any spatial
intervention along the shoreline must fulfil its role as an
equitable recreational space.

Landscape is a complex, multi-layered system. To design
climate-resilient settlements in South Africa the landscape-
layers need to be understood individually, without losing
reference to the whole. The most important layers and
most urgent issues Knysna faces are indentified below.
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Due to the urban edge retreating in response to the rising sea-level, a connected green network is created that wraps itself around the lagoon and stretches out
into the surrounding landscape along streams that feed into the estuary. The network also connects to a conservation area. However, a retreat of the urban edge
entails that infrastructure and communities must be relocated to other areas. This must occur without causing further sprawl of the urban fabric.
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Design Concept / REACT(ivate) the Knysna shoreline

Regional Strategy (original scale 1:30 000)

Identify and react upon
expected and unexpected
climate change impacts: 
sea-level rise, drought, 
flooding and wildfires.

Invite people to rediscover 
the shoreline by creating
opportunity for recreation.

The current state of the 
shoreline:

A connected green network is created that wraps itself around the lagoon and stretches outinto the surrounding landscape 
along streams that feed into the estuary. A retreat of the urban edge means that infrastructure and communities must be relo-
cated to other areas. This must occur without causing urban sprawl.

Knysna can only prepare for future climate-change 
related impacts if its urban edge reacts in response to 
the rising sea by retreating out of the flood danger zone. 
This process, guided by the theory of Structuralism, will 
support Knysna in its development of a socially reacti-
vated and climateresilient shoreline.

Climatic response typologies
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Figure-Ground Plan
Before
Total project area: 330 000m2

Total building footprint area: 76 674m2

Site building footprint ratio (GRZ): 0,23
Gross floor area: 123 221m2 (29 151 m2 (23 %) thereof make up
liveable floor area)
Floor area ratio (GFZ): 0,37

(Green) Figure-Ground Plan

Trees are an important structural element of the design that create
contrast and provide orientation. The ‘green’ structure is also used as
a connecting element between the old and the new. Linear tree
structures stretch into the surrounding urban context, highlighting
that these areas also need to be transformed in future. In its current
state, 25 505m2 of the total project area is shaded. The design has a

shaded area of 41 175m2, which corresponds to a 61 % increase in
the total area shaded by tree canopies. (These numbers where
calculated for the summer solstice time 12:25 (noon) on the 21st of
December.)
The trees introduced outside of the focus area contribute an
additional 7 000m2 of shade to the town.

Mobility
The design supports the transformation of Knysna’s inefficient
mobility system by transforming the shoreline into a walkable,
pedestrian-orientated district, where all necessary amenities can be
easily reached by foot. Wide cycling lanes encourage people to travel
around Knysna by bicycle. A public transport system is established:
the existing, disused railway system is refurbished and a bus system

After
Total building footprint area: 46 042m2 (This is 40 % less than the
original built area)
Site building footprint ratio (GRZ): 0,13
Gross floor area: 83 719m2

Floor area ratio (GFZ): 0,25

2,5 minute
walking distance

Primary pedestrian routes

Train Station

Bus Terminal

A Rediscovered Shoreline 1:1000
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Green Space

Before
The focus area is dominated by sealed surfaces, which constitute
82% of the total area. There are only 59 400m2 of permeable surface.
This negatively affects the amount of surface runoff as well as the
urban heat island effect. This number includes building footprints.

Water

Before
Currently, polluted urban stormwater is directed into the estuary
without prior filtration, risking the health of the estuary. Additionally,
the high velocity of the water entering the estuary causes erosion and
destroys the vegetation, which cannot re-establish.

is implemented. The design introduces a mobility hub and
underground parking. The mobility hub has space for 250 vehicles.
From here, all major attractions along the shoreline can be reached
by foot within five minutes of walking. Additionally, the speed limits in
the town are reduced and some streets are transformed into bicycle
boulevards.

After
The design increases the number of permeable surfaces to
130 000m2, which corresponds to 60 % of the entire area to be
sealed. Green spaces reduce heat by providing shade and
evaporative cooling, mitigate floods by absorbing rainwater, provide
habitat for fauna and flora and build resistance against drought.

After
Stormwater runoff from roofs and sealed surfaces are directed into
underground debris and oil traps. Then, the water is discharged into
subsurface flow wetlands, which are designed specifically for the
treatment of water. The filtered water slowly percolates into surface
wetlands, can replenish the estuary or be reused for irrigation.

Secondary pedestrian routes

flood
defense line

raised plateau

Turn the tide! A landscape-based strategy for a resilient Knysna shoreline

The town of Knysna faces
multiple social, economic and
environmental challenges, which
all require immediate action.
However, a single masterplan
cannot solve all these issues
simultaneously. Knysna will only
be able to tackle these once it
has faced its main rising
challenge: climate resilience.

Knysna can only prepare for
future climate-change related
impacts if its urban edge reacts in
response to the rising sea level in
one of three ways: attack, defend
and/or retreat. This process,
guided by the theory of
Structuralism, will support
Knysna in its development of a
socially reactivated and climate-
resilient shoreline.

Hypothesis
Attack
Ensuring flood protection by building out
onto the water on stilts, floating
structures or by method of land
reclamation.

Defend
The development of sea level rise
protection measures ensure that the
existing built environment is protected
from the rising water levels.

Retreat
Retreating out of the flood zone and
giving space to the rising sea level by
allowing it to flood areas which were
previously urban.

React by retreating
For Knysna, the appropriate climatic response is to retreat the urban edge out of the flood danger zone. This
creates the unique opportunity to create diverse recreational spaces along the shoreline.

Give Structure
Based on structuralist design principles, a close-knit grid is introduced to the existing urban structure. The grid
knits together the old and the new, which strengthens the relationship between the urban edge and shoreline.

Activate by inviting
The shoreline is reactivated by introducing opportunities for recreation along the prominent grid lines.
Previously forgotten spaces now invite the community to rediscover their shoreline and their town’s identity.

Design Concept: REACT(ivate)
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Knysna is located in the Western Cape Province of
South Africa, roughly 450 km east from Cape
Town, in a region known as the “Garden Route”.
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Indentify and react upon
expected and unexpected
climate change impacts:
sea-level rise, drought,
flooding and wildfires.

Invite people to
rediscover the
shoreline by cre-
ating opportunity
for recreation.

Layers of complexity

Social Challenges

Economic Challenges

Ecological Challenges
Climate Resilience
In the near future, the town of Knysna will face predictable
climate change impacts such as sea level rise and
drought, as well as unpredictable impacts such as flooding
and wildfires. The preparation for these changes is the
main challenge for the town.

Preserving Identity
The urgent need to respond to future climate-change
impacts will change the environmental and urban image of
Knysna. The challenge is to develop an appropriate
response to these impacts without risking a loss of the
town’s identity.

Transforming Mobility
The mobility system in Knysna is primarily reliant on
private transport and the public transport sector is highly
inefficient and underdeveloped. A shift in the public’s
perspective on mobility as a part of sustainable city
development is another challenge the design intervention
needs to consider.

Urbanisation Pressures
Rapid population growth is placing pressure on Knysna to
meet the increasing demand for housing and social
services. The challenge is to allow for development to take
place without increasing the encroachment of the town
onto its surrounding natural assets.

Urban Segregation
As a result of historic circumstances, all South African
cities face the issue of urban segregation. In Knysna, this
has resulted in a discrepancy in people’s quality of life and
access to social services. Therefore, any spatial
intervention along the shoreline must fulfil its role as an
equitable recreational space.

Landscape is a complex, multi-layered system. To design
climate-resilient settlements in South Africa the landscape-
layers need to be understood individually, without losing
reference to the whole. The most important layers and
most urgent issues Knysna faces are indentified below.

1:30 000
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Regional Strategy
Due to the urban edge retreating in response to the rising sea-level, a connected green network is created that wraps itself around the lagoon and stretches out
into the surrounding landscape along streams that feed into the estuary. The network also connects to a conservation area. However, a retreat of the urban edge
entails that infrastructure and communities must be relocated to other areas. This must occur without causing further sprawl of the urban fabric.
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multiple social, economic and
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all require immediate action.
However, a single masterplan
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has faced its main rising
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future climate-change related
impacts if its urban edge reacts in
response to the rising sea level in
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and/or retreat. This process,
guided by the theory of
Structuralism, will support
Knysna in its development of a
socially reactivated and climate-
resilient shoreline.
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structures or by method of land
reclamation.
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The development of sea level rise
protection measures ensure that the
existing built environment is protected
from the rising water levels.
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Retreating out of the flood zone and
giving space to the rising sea level by
allowing it to flood areas which were
previously urban.

React by retreating
For Knysna, the appropriate climatic response is to retreat the urban edge out of the flood danger zone. This
creates the unique opportunity to create diverse recreational spaces along the shoreline.

Give Structure
Based on structuralist design principles, a close-knit grid is introduced to the existing urban structure. The grid
knits together the old and the new, which strengthens the relationship between the urban edge and shoreline.

Activate by inviting
The shoreline is reactivated by introducing opportunities for recreation along the prominent grid lines.
Previously forgotten spaces now invite the community to rediscover their shoreline and their town’s identity.
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Ecological Challenges
Climate Resilience
In the near future, the town of Knysna will face predictable
climate change impacts such as sea level rise and
drought, as well as unpredictable impacts such as flooding
and wildfires. The preparation for these changes is the
main challenge for the town.

Preserving Identity
The urgent need to respond to future climate-change
impacts will change the environmental and urban image of
Knysna. The challenge is to develop an appropriate
response to these impacts without risking a loss of the
town’s identity.

Transforming Mobility
The mobility system in Knysna is primarily reliant on
private transport and the public transport sector is highly
inefficient and underdeveloped. A shift in the public’s
perspective on mobility as a part of sustainable city
development is another challenge the design intervention
needs to consider.

Urbanisation Pressures
Rapid population growth is placing pressure on Knysna to
meet the increasing demand for housing and social
services. The challenge is to allow for development to take
place without increasing the encroachment of the town
onto its surrounding natural assets.

Urban Segregation
As a result of historic circumstances, all South African
cities face the issue of urban segregation. In Knysna, this
has resulted in a discrepancy in people’s quality of life and
access to social services. Therefore, any spatial
intervention along the shoreline must fulfil its role as an
equitable recreational space.

Landscape is a complex, multi-layered system. To design
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layers need to be understood individually, without losing
reference to the whole. The most important layers and
most urgent issues Knysna faces are indentified below.
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Due to the urban edge retreating in response to the rising sea-level, a connected green network is created that wraps itself around the lagoon and stretches out
into the surrounding landscape along streams that feed into the estuary. The network also connects to a conservation area. However, a retreat of the urban edge
entails that infrastructure and communities must be relocated to other areas. This must occur without causing further sprawl of the urban fabric.
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The town of Knysna faces
multiple social, economic and
environmental challenges, which
all require immediate action.
However, a single masterplan
cannot solve all these issues
simultaneously. Knysna will only
be able to tackle these once it
has faced its main rising
challenge: climate resilience.

Knysna can only prepare for
future climate-change related
impacts if its urban edge reacts in
response to the rising sea level in
one of three ways: attack, defend
and/or retreat. This process,
guided by the theory of
Structuralism, will support
Knysna in its development of a
socially reactivated and climate-
resilient shoreline.

Hypothesis
Attack
Ensuring flood protection by building out
onto the water on stilts, floating
structures or by method of land
reclamation.

Defend
The development of sea level rise
protection measures ensure that the
existing built environment is protected
from the rising water levels.

Retreat
Retreating out of the flood zone and
giving space to the rising sea level by
allowing it to flood areas which were
previously urban.

React by retreating
For Knysna, the appropriate climatic response is to retreat the urban edge out of the flood danger zone. This
creates the unique opportunity to create diverse recreational spaces along the shoreline.

Give Structure
Based on structuralist design principles, a close-knit grid is introduced to the existing urban structure. The grid
knits together the old and the new, which strengthens the relationship between the urban edge and shoreline.

Activate by inviting
The shoreline is reactivated by introducing opportunities for recreation along the prominent grid lines.
Previously forgotten spaces now invite the community to rediscover their shoreline and their town’s identity.
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Ecological Challenges
Climate Resilience
In the near future, the town of Knysna will face predictable
climate change impacts such as sea level rise and
drought, as well as unpredictable impacts such as flooding
and wildfires. The preparation for these changes is the
main challenge for the town.

Preserving Identity
The urgent need to respond to future climate-change
impacts will change the environmental and urban image of
Knysna. The challenge is to develop an appropriate
response to these impacts without risking a loss of the
town’s identity.

Transforming Mobility
The mobility system in Knysna is primarily reliant on
private transport and the public transport sector is highly
inefficient and underdeveloped. A shift in the public’s
perspective on mobility as a part of sustainable city
development is another challenge the design intervention
needs to consider.

Urbanisation Pressures
Rapid population growth is placing pressure on Knysna to
meet the increasing demand for housing and social
services. The challenge is to allow for development to take
place without increasing the encroachment of the town
onto its surrounding natural assets.

Urban Segregation
As a result of historic circumstances, all South African
cities face the issue of urban segregation. In Knysna, this
has resulted in a discrepancy in people’s quality of life and
access to social services. Therefore, any spatial
intervention along the shoreline must fulfil its role as an
equitable recreational space.

Landscape is a complex, multi-layered system. To design
climate-resilient settlements in South Africa the landscape-
layers need to be understood individually, without losing
reference to the whole. The most important layers and
most urgent issues Knysna faces are indentified below.
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Regional Strategy
Due to the urban edge retreating in response to the rising sea-level, a connected green network is created that wraps itself around the lagoon and stretches out
into the surrounding landscape along streams that feed into the estuary. The network also connects to a conservation area. However, a retreat of the urban edge
entails that infrastructure and communities must be relocated to other areas. This must occur without causing further sprawl of the urban fabric.
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Saltmarsh Park: Rediscovering forgotten spaces
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Knysna Marina Precinct and Saltmarsh Park 1:200

Knysna Marina and Promenade: Reconnecting to the water
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Turn the tide! A landscape-based strategy for a resilient Knysna shoreline

The town of Knysna faces
multiple social, economic and
environmental challenges, which
all require immediate action.
However, a single masterplan
cannot solve all these issues
simultaneously. Knysna will only
be able to tackle these once it
has faced its main rising
challenge: climate resilience.

Knysna can only prepare for
future climate-change related
impacts if its urban edge reacts in
response to the rising sea level in
one of three ways: attack, defend
and/or retreat. This process,
guided by the theory of
Structuralism, will support
Knysna in its development of a
socially reactivated and climate-
resilient shoreline.

Hypothesis
Attack
Ensuring flood protection by building out
onto the water on stilts, floating
structures or by method of land
reclamation.

Defend
The development of sea level rise
protection measures ensure that the
existing built environment is protected
from the rising water levels.

Retreat
Retreating out of the flood zone and
giving space to the rising sea level by
allowing it to flood areas which were
previously urban.

React by retreating
For Knysna, the appropriate climatic response is to retreat the urban edge out of the flood danger zone. This
creates the unique opportunity to create diverse recreational spaces along the shoreline.

Give Structure
Based on structuralist design principles, a close-knit grid is introduced to the existing urban structure. The grid
knits together the old and the new, which strengthens the relationship between the urban edge and shoreline.

Activate by inviting
The shoreline is reactivated by introducing opportunities for recreation along the prominent grid lines.
Previously forgotten spaces now invite the community to rediscover their shoreline and their town’s identity.

Design Concept: REACT(ivate)

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:South_Africa_blank_map.svg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_the_Western_Cape_with_Knysna_highlighted_(2016).svg
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Regional Context
Knysna is located in the Western Cape Province of
South Africa, roughly 450 km east from Cape
Town, in a region known as the “Garden Route”.
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Indentify and react upon
expected and unexpected
climate change impacts:
sea-level rise, drought,
flooding and wildfires.

Invite people to
rediscover the
shoreline by cre-
ating opportunity
for recreation.

Layers of complexity

Social Challenges

Economic Challenges

Ecological Challenges
Climate Resilience
In the near future, the town of Knysna will face predictable
climate change impacts such as sea level rise and
drought, as well as unpredictable impacts such as flooding
and wildfires. The preparation for these changes is the
main challenge for the town.

Preserving Identity
The urgent need to respond to future climate-change
impacts will change the environmental and urban image of
Knysna. The challenge is to develop an appropriate
response to these impacts without risking a loss of the
town’s identity.

Transforming Mobility
The mobility system in Knysna is primarily reliant on
private transport and the public transport sector is highly
inefficient and underdeveloped. A shift in the public’s
perspective on mobility as a part of sustainable city
development is another challenge the design intervention
needs to consider.

Urbanisation Pressures
Rapid population growth is placing pressure on Knysna to
meet the increasing demand for housing and social
services. The challenge is to allow for development to take
place without increasing the encroachment of the town
onto its surrounding natural assets.

Urban Segregation
As a result of historic circumstances, all South African
cities face the issue of urban segregation. In Knysna, this
has resulted in a discrepancy in people’s quality of life and
access to social services. Therefore, any spatial
intervention along the shoreline must fulfil its role as an
equitable recreational space.

Landscape is a complex, multi-layered system. To design
climate-resilient settlements in South Africa the landscape-
layers need to be understood individually, without losing
reference to the whole. The most important layers and
most urgent issues Knysna faces are indentified below.
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Regional Strategy
Due to the urban edge retreating in response to the rising sea-level, a connected green network is created that wraps itself around the lagoon and stretches out
into the surrounding landscape along streams that feed into the estuary. The network also connects to a conservation area. However, a retreat of the urban edge
entails that infrastructure and communities must be relocated to other areas. This must occur without causing further sprawl of the urban fabric.
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Perspective / Saltmarsh Park

Plan of the Promenade and Saltmarsh Park (original scale 1:200)

Aerial Perspective

Social invitation typologies
Knysna’s urban edge is tranformed into a socially reacti-
vated district, whilst establishing proximity and relation to 
the water.
The Promenade acts as a new central pedestrian zone 
and invites people to stroll and linger along the edge of 
the marina. Wide seating steps stretch along the
southern edge of the promenade and provide access to 
the boat docks.
The Saltmarsh Park highlights the open quality of
the Knysna landscape. Its main feature of the park is an 
elevated boardwalk, which offers its visitors a unique 
experience of the saltmarshes and the lagoon.
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