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Located in Barcelona, the Plaça Calvó is a public space that faces various challenges, such as the lack of 
visitors and an evident discomfort due to steep slopes and uneven ground. The limited range of activities and 
absence of vegetation further contribute to its drawbacks.

The plaza’s potential lies in its proximity to Collserola, the largest natural park in the area. This presents an 
opportunity to create ecological and social connections, envisioning a green corridor that allows both nature 
and humans to coexist harmoniously.

To address these issues, the project aims to create new activities, solve the topographic problem, protect 
existing tree root systems, and establish an inviting link between the plaza and the natural park. The design 
involves a floating, interactive platform with built-in usage that respects the environment and incorporates a 
continuous canopy, connecting the park ecologically and socially while enhancing the plaza’s appeal to visitors.
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Located in Barcelona, Plaça Calvó 
is situated in a properous part of 
the city. Lined with great views, 
mediteranean pine trees and in 
close proximity to Collserola, the 
largest natural park of the area, 
which serves as the lungs of 
Barcelona. 

THE BEGINNING OF A NEW JOURNEY TO NATURE

Actual view of the Plaça Calvó 

UNDERSTANDING HISTORY TO BRING BACK THE OLD PATHS

REVELING THE UNNOTICED EXPERIENCES ALONG THE PATH ENCOURAGING A WALKABLE 
PATHWAY BETWEEN THE CITY 
AND NATURE

-New line of trees added to the 
actual canopy
-Pedestranaised street
-Specific ways for bicycles 
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MERGING THE URBAN FABRICS WITH THE 
CITY GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

The new Plaça Calvó. The wood and floating 
platform bring the new character to the 
place. 



UNDERSTANDING THE COMPLEX GEOMORPHOLOGY OF THE SITE

USING THE TOPOGRAPHY OF THE SPACE IN OUR FAVOUR

AVOIDING STORM WATER RUN-OFF EROSION EFFECT 
BY A FLIPPER METHOD

CLAIMING THE PUBLIC USE OF THE PLAZA 

Calvó plaza Private Public

RESTING AND PLAYING INTEGRATED IN THE SAME SPACE

MATERIAL PALETTE INSPIRED BY THE NEARBY LANDSCAPE

The wood structure can be used for a wide 
variety of functions 
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Styphnolobium japonicum

Pinus halepensis 

Platanus x hispanica

Celtis australis 

Ligustrum lucidum

Robinia pseudocacia

Magnolia grandiflora

Populus nigra

Tipuana tipu

Brachychiton populneus

Prunus cerasifera

Ceratonia siliqua

LETTING NATURE INVADE THE CITY 
BEING AWARE OF THE GREEN COMPLEXITY OF THE 
NATURAL PARK IN ORDER TO ENRICH THE TYPES OF 
PLANTS OF THE NEW PLAZA

THE ACTUAL CANOPY REVEALS THE CONNECTION 
WITH THE PARK OF COLLSEROLA

PrivatePlaça Calvó Public

THE PRIVATE GREEN IS USED TO BE CONNECTED WITH 
THE PUBLIC GREEN INFRAESTRUCTURE 

COLOURS ALL YEAR AROUND

THE NEW CANOPY DEFINES THE CALVÓ PLAZA AND THE WAY TO 
THE NATURAL PARK OF COLLSEROLA

THE PINE TREES 
(Pinus halepensis) 
DETERMINE THE TRUE 
CHARACTER OF THE PLAZA

THE ROOT SYSTEM NEEDS TO 
BE PROTECTED

The floating platform protects the actual 
trees and allows new ones to be brought into 
the space
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