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Our city does not escape the demands imposed by climate change, with increasingly frequent tropical nights, torrential rains, 
urban flooding, rising sea levels, and a long list of challenges that need to be confronted decisively.
Faced with such a scenario, the question arises: Is it possible to design a resilient city that can respond to the effects of the 
current climatic emergency, using the memory and elements of Barcelona’s original territory and geography to reincorpo-
rate the urban metabolism into the dynamics of its environment?
The work is based on studies of the water cycle and flooding, two key elements to be taken into account in order to imagine 
a city that is not only possible, but necessary, and asks: How is it possible that a territory structured by its rivers and streams 
is now incapable of managing water coherently and efficiently? Would it not be possible to recover this structure, and thus 
propose a resilient city model that makes use of the elements that are the genesis of its existence, and thus reweave the 
relationships between the city and its territory?
Barcelona and its ancient streams, especially the Riera d’Horta, are the case study proposed to show that if our cities are 
defied by these questions, and the current climate challenge, landscape is the answer.
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Bringing opportunities and fragilities together. 
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possiBle city: the case of riera d’horta

land surface temperature improVement

recoVering the past, discoVering the future

0  500 1.000 1.500 2.000

N

consolidated puBlic spaces

By-pass spaces

riera d’horta

adjacent projects

urBan transVersalities

40ºc

25,5 ºc

CURRENT LST PROJECTED LST

Its times must remind us of its begin-
nings as a river...

Let us place the time and current state of Rambla Prim in ellipsis, imagining other possible Ramblas, the result of the succession of different times, 
and taking from each one of them what best serves us to materialise a vision of that timeline which, from now on, may once again be possible.

... the large central strip built on the 
edges of the large ditch...

... alignments of plane trees that un-
derline its new status as a promena-
de and urban element...

... The park-road that offers various 
quality spaces and climatic refuge 
to the citizens...

... a resilient pathway capable of 
confronting the challenges of the 
current climate crisis...

... and help to reincorporate the ur-
ban metabolism into the dynamics of 
the territory from which it originates.
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In the areas where the platform has its low 
points, and in relation to the sea, there are 
areas of wetland beaches...

...Able by design to respond to the demands 
of global warming and sea level rise...

...Whose construction, although it does not 
renounce the condition of that which is built 
by man, is aligned with that which, with time, 
water and territory, could have been built by 
its own means.
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A c t u a c i o n e s :  D e s e m b o c a d u r a  d e  l a  R i e r a  d ’ H o r t a

El rumor de los antiguos meandros que configuraban múltiples des-
embocaduras solapadas en el tiempo, dedos verdes que excava-
dos acercan la riera al mar, un paisaje propio de las rieras del Me-
diterráneo, son algunos de los aspectos fundamentales con que la 
propuesta cuenta para escenificar un futuro posible.

Primero, esta parte de imaginar la superposición temporal de los 
posibles meandros que alguna vez vinieron a desembocar sobre 
la costa (A). A partir de las directrices impuestas por el recuerdo 
de la desembocadura, se generan unas franjas de espacio verde 
público que revelan los caminos del agua (B).

Estas franjas verdes se basan en los modelos de rieras y torrentes 
mediterráneos, que llegan al mar aportando la sedimentación ne-
cesaria para generar playas y litorales propios de nuestras costas. 
Así se genera la oportunidad de dar continuidad a los dedos que 
representan la llegada a mar de la Riera d’Horta (C).

El proyecto no da la espalda tampoco a las continuidades urba-
nas necesarias que impone la actual estructura urbana, dando 
continuidad al paseo marítimo en el extremo litoral, al contacto 
de Rambla Prim con el mar, y el Passeig de Garcia Fària. La nueva 
desembocadura de la Riera d’Horta cuenta por lo tanto con el 
máximo grado de conectividad urbana(D).

Estos paseos quedan a su vez dinamizados por grandes superficies 
de diversos usos como pistas deportivas, zonas de juegos, skate-
park, kioscos etc (E).

Finalmente, un conjunto de edificaciones se deslizan entre los de-
dos verdes estableciendo una pauta de franjas verdes y de ca-
rácter más urbano en relación con los edificios, y que aprovechan 
entre ellos ensanchamientos y condensaciones que permiten un 
espacio rico, complejo y resiliente (F). El proyecto supone una edi-
ficabilidad de 87.400 m² de nuevo techo para la ciudad, supo-
niendo tan solo una ocupación del 10 % del sector, frente a una 
ocupación verde de algo más del 60%, alineándose con sectores 
de crecimiento que se están desarrollando en la actualidad con 
un nuevo enfoque urbano como el de Glòries.
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