
.
Prize.

Forma Terrae Laboratory is a permanent thesis workshop that, between 2022 and 2024, was attended by 10 students. They explored the themes of excavating, cultivating, and extracting the soil for a new form of production, 
modeling, and ecology of public space. All the projects presented stood out for their excellent thematic framework and significant depth at various scales, as well as for their interpretation ranging from the scale of the city and 
its landscape to the morphologies and ecological structures of specific places. In some cases, there was also notable technical and architectural development. Five theses were selected to offer a representative cross-section 
of the different locations addressed - urban quarries in Cagliari and the mines of Sulcis Iglesiente - as well as to reflect a diversity of approaches and methodologies, and to highlight the centrality of landscape interpretation 
and design found throughout the work. In particular, these five projects distinguished themselves through their experimentation and the originality of the proposals, in which one can perceive the breadth of the topics covered 
and a strong alignment with the contemporary culture of landscape design. Moreover, the theses represent a critical and courageous engagement with the methods and techniques - as well as the cultural stance - needed 
to address the major issues of landscape residues within the city and industrial areas: a balance between the ideal and the concrete, the figurative and the utilitarian, the local and the global.
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The peninsula of Calamosca and Capo Sant’Elia is the main landmark of the city of Cagliari and consists of two limestone 
promontories separated by a valley channel that leads to a sandy beach. Its strategic position has meant that over the 
centuries it has become a military settlement point that has made the place an almost isolated space from the rest of 
the city leading to the maintenance of the area in an almost wild state but which in fact clashes with the military geome-
trization of architectural elements and with the transformations of the territory resulting from the intensive exploitation 
of the soil, caused in particular by the limestone extraction processes that have affected the area over the last century. 
These processes have contributed to the modification of the place, both from a morphological point of view, altering its 
shape, and from an ecological point of view. The thesis interprets the complex construction dynamics of this symbolic 
place of the urban landscape of Cagliari by setting a new geometry of the wild made of niches, pauses, and platforms 
that reinterpret and make the complex history of the site re-emerge, in the continuity of an idea of   a new urban park. The 
project, in fact, redefines the relationships between the fragments resulting from the different “histories” of the place 
through a design of the open space that predisposes and favors the ecological succession of this great altered mountain.
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The hills of Tuvixeddu and Tuvumannu form a vast urban void that reflects a layered history of land transformations tied to 
burial practices and quarrying activities, which have shaped a deeply marked landscape. In the last century, soil exploitation 
played a crucial role in their exclusion from the urban context and in the loss of their centrality. Yet these very processes con-
tributed to the formation of a new morphology, marked by a complex interplay of epigeal and hypogeal forms, each relating to 
the territory through its spatial scale and generating distinct types of space. These elements now define the new outlines of 
the hill and stand as unique and recognizable features of the contemporary landscape. Understanding them is essential to ree-
stablish a genuine connection with the place. This seemingly devastated environment has gained a distinctive character throu-
gh this “morphological evolution,” and still retains a strong identity. The voids become an expressive tool within the project, 
giving meaning and value to the solids—that is, what remains. The project aims to rediscover the genius loci by allowing these 
forms to emerge, while highlighting and completing the topography that defines them. By engaging with specific and singular 
places, the project seeks to express the site’s authenticity and formal diversity, animating the cavities through symbolic inter-
pretation and re-rooting itself in the ground, working in dialogue with the enduring elements of the landscape: rock and water.
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The Fangario Quarry, once an open-pit clay extraction site, is located in a transitional area between agricultural, industrial, and la-
goon landscapes. This peri-urban zone has suffered from unregulated urban expansion, resulting in a degraded context marked by 
low-quality architecture scattered across abandoned farmland. The site’s human history is clearly legible, as the landscape has been 
radically transformed from its original agricultural state. The extraction process has created a porous system of quarries which, due 
to the nature of the substrate, often fill with rainwater. This constellation of pits is part of the Rio Fangario watershed, which flows into 
the Santa Gilla lagoon. While these wetland ecologies are often viewed as marginal or problematic, this thesis aims to reframe them 
as territorial structures capable of generating a new spatial and ecological order. Today, the landscape appears fragmented, made up 
of disconnected compartments lacking mutual relationships. The design proposal seeks to overcome this isolation by exploring the 
potential interactions between the three water systems (ponds, stream, lagoon) through an intervention that not only brings clarity 
and identity to a formless context but also restores ecological balance. The project focuses on redefining the edges of these water bo-
dies to create new connections. The voids left by fractal urban expansion become opportunities to enhance these marginal spaces, 
establishing a green network that links the various ecological systems and provides spatial continuity within a fragmented urban fabric.
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The mine represents a well-organized system of passages and tunnels that root and infiltrate deep into the 
ground. A system of shapes that can be abstracted and re-proposed on the surface by rooting and superimposing 
other elements, such as the soil itself, vegetation, and water. This re-proposal is one of the tools in the realization 
of this project, which aims to restore value to the history of these places and make them accessible through re-
mediation actions of the soil heavily polluted by processing waste. Specifically in the ‘Seddas Moddizzis’ washery, 
the object of the project, a phenomenon called tailing occurs in which the debris is dragged down by the water of 
the streams with variable regimes, flowing and accumulating in the wet area of ‘  Sa Masa’, where it flows the ar-
tificial and natural water system historically used as a waste disposal network from mine production. Through the 
regularization of the water network in the adjacent ‘Seddas Moddizzis’ area, the project aims to feed and nou-
rish new green areas planted with phytodepurative species located along the entire tailing area, in a temporal sy-
stem of alternating cycles which have as their ultimate goal the remediation of the entire volume of polluted soil.
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The sea, in its continuous motion, delimits and identifies the island, tracing its boundaries and defining its relation-
ships. Similarly, the urban form identifies a morphological system within which a coastline unfolds: irregular, hollowed 
out, jagged, stratified, rich in coves, where the soil shape meets the city and where formal and informal systems are 
arranged over time. Through the landscape project, the thesis work explores the urban littoral of Cagliari’s central quar-
ry system, following its course, reading its bends as places of tension and possibility, places where the wild spreads, 
where the urban retreats. Following these limits, through a coasting made of proximity and distance, new ecological 
potential is revealed, fragments of wild continuity that time has silenced, circumscribed, or overwritten. In this frag-
mented system, interpreting the tension generated between the wild dimension and that of the 19th-century formal 
garden, the thesis reasons out a new ecological continuity through the use of the wildness, capable of making space 
in the residual component that the city offers and activating new ecological dynamics. A continuity that is not built by 
imposing connections, but by allowing the spontaneous conditions of the landscape of the quarry to suggest them.




