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FIVE PROJECTS:


Tracing Nature: Tree Diagrams + Urban Fabric 

delves into community, nature, and topography dynamics. It reimagines landscape as 
democratic space responsive to diverse social and ecological needs.

Streamlines 

identifies Thessaloniki’s Ortansia Stream as both a natural boundary and a connective 
tissue between fragmented neighborhoods. The stream appears as a transitional zone,

 the project merges ecological and urban narratives, offering a technically resolved and 
thematically relevant model for re-integrating nature into dense residential fabrics.

A selection varying from 

graduate landscape design studio work 

to postgraduate landscape design projects. 

Five projects offering distinct yet interconnected 
explorations of 

landscape, ecology, and urbanism, 

each proposing thoughtful and innovative interventions.

BringBackTheRiver 

addresses the buried Ilisos River in Athens, advancing a bold vision of environmental 
restoration and climate adaptation. A critical re-reading of lost urban ecologies, 
innovatively positions daylighting as both cultural and environmental act.

Ecofolia 

proposes a visionary, community-driven model for urban commons through ecological 
pedagogy. Its emphasis on co-creation and experimental stewardship introduces new 
urban ecology language.
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#BringbacktheRiver: Reintegration of a segment of the Ilisos river to the urban landscape of Athens
Legaki Maria-Eirini, Papathanasiou Christina, Xenopoulou Kleio

#BringBackTheRiver

Ilisos, Athens’ second-largest river, once played a 
prominent role in the city’s natural landscape but has 
been systematically confined beneath urban infra-
structure. Its restoration is now recognized as a criti-
cal step toward environmental rehabilitation, climate 
resilience, and the reestablishment of human connec-
tion with nature and water. 

In order to develop a comprehensive understanding 
of the river’s condition and potential, a multi-scalar 
analytical framework was adopted, ranging from the 
regional scale of the Attica basin to the finer scale of 
urban planning. An extensive field survey traced the 
river’s course from the Papagos stream to its outflow 
at Faliro Bay, a 30-year vision was developed that in-
corporates the complete restoration of the river and its 
integration into a sustainable city.

The research focuses on strategic interventions that 
aim to transform Ilisos from a spatial barrier into a 
connective urban element, particularly between the 
densely populated municipalities of Kallithea and 
Moschato. Insights gathered from fieldwork, commu-
nity dialogues, and a structured survey involving 345 
participants revealed public expectations and priori-
ties for the river’s restoration.

#BringbacktheRiver: Reintegration of a segment of the Ilisos river to the 
urban landscape of Athens
Legaki Maria-Eirini, Papathanasiou Christina, Xenopoulou Kleio
Diploma design thesis 2025
Mentor: Vitopoulou Athina
School of Architecture, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki



#BringbacktheRiver: Reintegration of a segment of the Ilisos river to the urban landscape of Athens
Legaki Maria-Eirini, Papathanasiou Christina, Xenopoulou Kleio
Diploma design thesis 2025
2024-2025
Vitopoulou Athina

School of Architectural Engineering, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki

      Ilisos, Athens’ second-largest river, once played a prominent role in the city’s natural landscape but has been systematically con-
fined beneath urban infrastructure. Its restoration is now recognized as a critical step toward environmental rehabilitation, climate 
resilience, and the reestablishment of human connection with nature and water. In order to develop a comprehensive understanding 
of the river’s condition and potential, a multi-scalar analytical framework was adopted, ranging from the regional scale of the Attica 
basin to the finer scale of urban planning. An extensive field survey traced the river’s course from the Papagos stream to its outflow at 
Faliro Bay, a 30-year vision was developed that incorporates the complete restoration of the river and its integration into a sustainable 
city. The research focuses on strategic interventions that aim to transform Ilisos from a spatial barrier into a connective urban element, 
particularly between the densely populated municipalities of Kallithea and Moschato. Insights gathered from fieldwork, community 
dialogues, and a structured survey involving 345 participants revealed public expectations and priorities for the river’s restoration. This 
participatory process informed the development of key design principles, including bioclimatic improvements, enhanced accessibility, 
expansion of green spaces and the creation of inclusive public areas for social interaction.The study concludes with a comprehensive 
pilot proposal emphasizing the ecological, spatial, and social value of restoring the Ilisos, aiming to contribute to the transformation of 
Athens into a sustainable city that prioritizes human well-being and ecological integrity in urban planning and policy-making.

ΚΛΙΜΑΚΑ 1:100
ΤΟΜΗ Α1

0 2 5 10
m

+4.50m

+22.50m

+13.50m

+1.50m

+4.30m

+1.80m

ΚΛΙΜΑΚΑ 1:100
0 2 5 10

m

SECTION  A1
SCALE 1:100 WATER STORAGE TANK

WATER 
FILTRATION

PIPE Α PIPE Β
CONNECTION TO

RAINWATER NET WORK

WATER-PERMEABLE FLOOR

RIVER OVERFLOW 
LIMIT

WATER-PERMEABLE FLOOR

BOILER

RETENTION BASINS
RAIN GARDENS 

RETENTION BASINS
RAIN GARDENS 

GREYWATER RECYCLING

IR
RI

GA
TIO

N-
DO

ME
ST

IC
 U

SE

IRRIGATION-DOMESTIC USE

DOM
ESTIC USE

1

CO2

O2

NO2

+0.90

+2.30

+4.30

+2.80

+4.90

AREA A1
SCALE 1:200
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CONSTRUCTION DETAIL: BORDER WITH PLATFORMS
PLATFORM OF PERFORATED CORTEN SURFACE
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2023-2024
Ecofollia: Towards a new eco-pedagogy
Georgia Karakosta, Nefeli Metaxioti, Lydia Terkenli
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Ecofollia: Towards a new eco-pedagogy
Georgia Karakosta, Nefeli Metaxioti, Lydia Terkenli
.ntergrated Masterтs )esign Thesis
2023-2024
Apostolos Kalfopoulos

School of Architecture, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece�

Ecofollia is a project that proposes an alternative management of “commons” on small to medium-sized plots within the urban 
fabric. It focuses on rewilding and designing specific architectural facilities to support a Grove and the community that is 
developed in and around it. This approach is an experimental and collaborative eco-management of commons that aims to 
develop a new eco-pedagogy.
Our project focuses on an imaginary implementation of this practice on a plot in Thessaloniki, Greece. However, Ecofollia is a 
space that can multiply within the neighboring areas of "similarity", diffusing the alternative management of the commons.
TheThe plot is one of the few remaining open and green spaces in the urban fabric of Kalamaria. Today, it still remains a vacant lot, 
but a rich variety of interventions from residents' initiatives appear in it, weaving a diverse and porous urban environment.The aim 
of the project is to "open", soften and attribute this space to the processes of nature and offer to the neighborhood residents and 
visitors non-disciplinary practices that revolve around the birth, management, care, use and enjoyment of this pilot urban-natural 
ecosystem.
OverOver the years the trees come to occupy with their roots the abandoned, formerly artificial landscape. In this environment, once 
man-made and now reclaimed by locals and nature, a network of natural ecologies and architecture has been formed. These 
extraordinary structures, along with the natural, human, and non-human elements, compose an ongoing process that sets the 
seeds for coming into being a new "natureculture" (Haraway).

Aristotle university of Thessaloniki / School of Architecture










