5 PROJECTS from
ARISTOTLE UNIVERIS

A selection varying from
graduate landscape design studio work
to postgraduate landscape design projects.
Five projects offering distinct yet interconnected
explorations of
landscape, ecology, and urbanism,
E:lch proposing thoughtful and innovative interventions.

FIVE PROJECTS:

delves into community, nature, and topography dynamics. It reimagines landscape as
democratic space responsive to diverse social and ecological needs.

identifies Thessaloniki’s Ortansia Stream as both a natural boundary and a connective
tissue between fragmented neighborhoods. The stream appears as a transitional zone,
the project merges ecological and urban narratives, offering a technically resolved and
thematically relevant model for re-integrating nature into dense residential fabrics.

addresses the buried llisos River in Athens, advancing a bold vision of environmental /
restoration and climate adaptation. A critical re-reading of lost urban ecologies,

innovatively positions daylighting as both cultural and environmental act.

Ecofolia

proposes a visionary, community-driven model for urban commons through ecological
pedagogy. Its emphasis on co-creation and experimental stewardship introduces new
urban ecology language.
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ECHNICAL DOSSIER

Title of the project racing.nature.-.tree. diagrams .+ . Uran fariC .. or it eeeeeeeeenenaenans
Authors Vagionas.loannis,.Papoutsopoulos.Achilleas,. Tzavelas, Sotins. ..o eeeieieieieenennns

Title of the course Landscape design.of urban.open spaces
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Title of the project StreamLines

Authors Alexandros Dardas, Apostolos Katranas . ...............ccccccccciiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeneenennnn, '
Title of the course 07EE10 Landscape Design of Urban Qutdoor Spaces ... .............ccceeevvvvveneeeeennnn... L !
Academic year 2024-2025 . it e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e eaaeaeaaaes Nl iy

Teaching Staff Despoina.Zaviaka. . anacioa KO, s s essss s s oo s s st oot sy s saaes

Models of urban agriculture
2nd Version 3rd Version 4thVersion

The area under study is primarily residential, featuring apartment buildings, essential shops, schools, green
spaces, and sports facilities. A significant natural feature is the Ortansia Stream, part of Thessaloniki’s stream
network, located near the Polygnotou stream and the archaeological site of Toumba. Despite its ecological im-
portance, the stream is in poor condition, with unmanaged vegetation and unauthorized structures, reflecting
state neglect. The design concept centers on the stream as a natural boundary between the neighborhoods of
Ano Toumba and Triandria, aiming to connect them. The western entrance of the stream was transformed from
a sports field into a green square— a transitional space blending the urban fabric with the natural landscape.
Inside the stream, a soft intervention follows the terrain, forming an exploratory path. Two wooden bridges
enable crossing. Existing schools and playgrounds were preserved. On the east side, the large football field was
replaced with a smaller one, also functioning as two basketball courts, along with two new tennis courts—en-
riching sports diversity without disrupting the natural environment. A farmers’ market, seen as vital to the area’s
life, was preserved and integrated into the plaza. Alongside it, urban farming spaces were created to promote
daily engagement with nature. Within the proposal, four different typologies of urban agriculture are suggested,
tailored to the area's spatial and social characteristics.

Barcelona International Landscape Biennial
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#BringBackTheRiver f

Country/City
University / School
Academic year
Title of the project
Authors

Greece / Thessaloniki — -
School of Architectural Engineering, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki

2024-2025 / m l
#BringbacktheRiver: Reintegration of a segment of the llisos river to the urban landscape of Athens '
Legaki Maria-Eirini, Papathanasiou Christina, Xenopoulou Kleio l o /



TECHNICAL DOSSIER

Title of the project  #BringbacktheRiver: Reintegration of a segment of the llisos river to the urban landscape of Athens

Authors Legaki Maria-Eirini, Papathanasiou Christina, Xenopoulou Kleio
Title of the course  Diploma design thesis 2025

Academic year 2024-2025

Teaching Staff Vitopoulou Athina

Department / Section / Program of belonging

University / School School of Architectural Engineering, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki
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llisos, Athens’ second-largest river, once played a prominent role in the city’s natural landscape but has been systematically con-
fined beneath urban infrastructure. Its restoration is now recognized as a critical step toward environmental rehabilitation, climate
resilience, and the reestablishment of human connection with nature and water. In order to develop a comprehensive understanding
of the river’s condition and potential, a multi-scalar analytical framework was adopted, ranging from the regional scale of the Attica
basin to the finer scale of urban planning. An extensive field survey traced the river’s course from the Papagos stream to its outflow at
Faliro Bay, a 30-year vision was developed that incorporates the complete restoration of the river and its integration into a sustainable
city. The research focuses on strategic interventions that aim to transform llisos from a spatial barrier into a connective urban element,
particularly between the densely populated municipalities of Kallithea and Moschato. Insights gathered from fieldwork, community
dialogues, and a structured survey involving 345 participants revealed public expectations and priorities for the river’s restoration. This
participatory process informed the development of key design principles, including bioclimatic improvements, enhanced accessibility,
expansion of green spaces and the creation of inclusive public areas for social interaction.The study concludes with a comprehensive
pilot proposal emphasizing the ecological, spatial, and social value of restoring the llisos, aiming to contribute to the transformation of
Athens into a sustainable city that prioritizes human well-being and ecological integrity in urban planning and policy-making.
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Map of vegetation / species:
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University / School  Aristotle University of Thessaloniki / School of Architecture

i 2023-2024
Academic year B ™
Ecofollia: Towards a hew eco-pedagogy

Title Of The ProJeCt o o T ittt teeeeeeeenaseeennseeennsseennssessnnssennnssesnnsssnnssesssnsessnssssssssssssssssssssssssnssssssssssssssssssssssssnssssssssssnnnssanns

Authors Georgia Karakosta, Nefeli Metaxioti, Lydia Terkenli



ITECHNICAL DOSSIER

Title of the project  ECOfollia: Towards anew eco-pedagogy e

Authors Georgia Karakosta, Nefeli Metaxioti, Lydia Terkenli

Title of the course 'Ntergrated Master’s Design Thesis

Academic year 20232024 e
Apostolos Kalfopoulos

Teaching Staff

Department / Section / Program of belonging School of Architecture, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece.

University / School Aristotle university of Thessaloniki / School of Architecture
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Written statement, short description of the project in English, n. more than 250 words

Ecofollia is a project that proposes an alternative management of “commons” on small to medium-sized plots within the urban
fabric. It focuses on rewilding and designing specific architectural facilities to support a Grove and the community that is
developed in and around it. This approach is an experimental and collaborative eco-management of commons that aims to
develop a new eco-pedagogy.

Our project focuses oh an imaginary implementation of this practice on a plot in Thessaloniki, Greece. However, Ecofollia is a
space that can multiply within the neighboring areas of "similarity", diffusing the alternative management of the commons.

The plot is one of the few remaining open and green spaces in the urban fabric of Kalamaria. Today, it still remains a vacant lot,
but a rich variety of interventions from residents' initiatives appear in it, weaving a diverse and porous urban environment.The aim
of the project is to "open", soften and attribute this space to the processes of nature and offer to the neighborhood residents and
visitors non-disciplinary practices that revolve around the birth, management, care, use and enjoyment of this pilot urban-natural
ecosystem.

Over the years the trees come to occupy with their roots the abandoned, formerly artificial landscape. In this environment, once
man-made and now reclaimed by locals and nature, a network of natural ecologies and architecture has been formed. These
extraordinary structures, along with the natural, human, and non-human elements, compose an ongoing process that sets the
seeds for coming into being a new "natureculture" (Haraway).
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