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In line with the objectives of the degree course, the project for the former Malagrotta landfill proposes an environmental restoration strategy 
that focuses on natural intelligence, the capacity for environmental recovery triggered through interventions on the soil and water, but above 
all through spontaneous vegetation colonization processes, which will develop over different time horizons. In this way, the project combines 
innovative technological solutions (for pollutant containment and soil remediation) with ecological wisdom, selecting vegetation coenoses 
consistentconsistent with the landscape context and which have proven particularly effective in the ecological regeneration of degraded spaces. This 
strategy, while maintaining the aesthetic, perceptive, and cultural dimensions, can reconnect local communities with a place once considered 
dangerous and unhealthy. The ex Malagrotta landfill is located on the western side of Rome, in the Valle Galeria. It is considered the largest 
landfill in Europe, covering an area of 240ha and reaching a height of 50-60m. From 1987 until October 1st, 2013, the former received 45 
mln/tmln/t of solid waste. This caused to high levels of air and groundwater pollution, exceeding contamination thresholds. The project for the area 
is divided into phases, gradually aiming to reverse the role of the landfill, from a harmful site to a biodiversity hotspot. Initially, the area is 
secured through soil capping interventions. Cycle-pedestrian paths are planned alongside the landfill to connect it with nearby residential 
areas. At the base of former trees and shrubs species will be planted for phytoremediation, and reforestation will take place on the top.
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FIRE Project – A Landscape-Based Strategy for Wildfire Risk Mitigation in Ischia

Federica Salvi
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The territory of Ischia, one of the largest islands in the Gulf of Naples, provided an opportunity to test the potential of the Landscape Project with respect 
to fire risk management, recently made even more evident by the effects of ongoing climate change, due to the coexistence and interconnection of 
seismic, hydrogeological, and related risks. Consistent with the objectives of the Course, the project measures outlined are based on landscape 
elements, local traditions inherited from the past, adaptation strategies, and forms of natural intelligence. The "parracine," dry-stone walls, elements of 
the historic agricultural landscape, which, in 2018, was recognized as an intangible cultural heritage by UNESCO, and the existing vegetation constitu-
te the landscape devices for experimenting with a multidisciplinary approach to risk reduction, involving disciplines such as applied geology, environ-
mental engineering, and landscape restoration. These fields of expertise were aimed at identifying fire forecast scenarios, combined—in a multi-hazard 
perspective—with scenarios of shallow landslides in areas affected by fires. Understanding fire dynamics, how flames spread, and resistant and resi-
lient elements allowed us to adopt strategies based on the intelligence of nature. The mechanisms that fuel the flames themselves become tools for 
risk reduction, while simultaneously enhancing the island's landscape and biodiversity, supporting consolidated agricultural and tourism economies 
and encouraging the spread of Civic Ecology practices and Citizen Science projects, where researchers and citizens work together on environmental 
monitoring and regeneration projects, because the natural world is no longer separable from the destiny of humans.



1. Diversified and multifunctional agricultural development

3. Thinning of the existing vegetation 4. Creation of an experimental Fire Park
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This project, set in a large area of Rome’s eastern sector, seeks to radically rethink the approach traditionally taken by municipal planning. Rather than adhering to outdated development 
schemes—originally intended for office buildings and major road infrastructure that were never realized—it proposes a new vision based on a network of forested areas and ecological corridors.
Aligned with the goals of the Degree Program, the project explores the role of landscape design as a catalyst for urban regeneration, positioning forestation as a structural and functional 
framework for a renewed urban landscape. The envisioned “urban forest”—comprising woodland strips, tree-lined avenues, large parks, community gardens, and historic villas—emerges as a 
strategic tool to activate extensive areas that have remained unused for over 40 years (so-called SLOP: Space Left Over After Planning).
A central focus of the proposal is the reinterpretation of the 1931 City General Plan and the Sistema Direzionale Orientale (SDO), a large-scale urban strategy developed in the 1960s–70s by 
the Studio Asse group. The SDO aimed to decentralize administrative functions by creating a new hub in the eastern periphery, structured around a service-integrated axis and connected 
through a sequence of megastructural elements. Rather than reproducing the SDO’s linear formalism, the project adopts its systemic logic—conceiving architecture, infrastructure, and 
landscape as interconnected parts of a unified urban structure. In doing so, it generates new spatial configurations that reconnect fragmented areas, organize flows, and reinforce ecological and 
social functions within the contemporary city. 
Ultimately, the proposal outlines a new eu-topia—a forward-looking vision in which architecture, infrastructure, and landscape form a cohesive whole, and nature, with its intrinsic intelligence, 
plays a defining and generative role.



DESIGN STRATEGY - Gestalt Principles
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The project site consists of a vast free flat area, located in the metropolitan area of Rome, that was in the past the subject of strong and formal planning, but today totally devoid of qualities (neither historical 
nor ecological) that are capable of guiding a new design process. The concept revisits the City General Plans of the twentieth century (1931, 1965) and questions the architectural signs that these plans have 
projected on the area, although they have not been achieved. From this point of view, the proposed urban forest defines its image starting from a series of figures that belong to the memory of the places 
even though they have never passed from paper to reality.Some significant urban primary elements (the trident, the axis, the crescent, the courtyard, etc.), proposed for the same area but at different times, 
are superimposed and critically reinterpreted in a new synchronic layout. What emerges is a new urban image that holds together the memory of places and the needs of contemporary urban life, assuming, 
through the landscape project, a new integrated urban vision.
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Response methodology

Current status with effects from PRGs

“Problems are solve in order to create new ones.
Acknowledge that and review our solutions.”

Dilip da Cunha, Ocean of wetness. Università Roma Tre,
Roma. 17th February 2025.

Activate from the Un-Build
PRG 1962

This PRG sought efficiency through separation. In 
doing so, it sowed disconnection. Today, those residual 
gaps can become seams—spaces of encounter, not 

division.

PRG 1930

The PRG laid the foundations for rigidity. This rigidity 
became the problem. To move forward, we must read 
these voids not as absences, but as openings —where a 
more adaptable, inclusive, and fluid urbanism can 

emerge.

Re-read possible connectors

PRG 2005

The current PRG planned the city in detail, but left it 
empty in reality. In solving for control, it dismissed 
spontaneity. What remains is not failure, but 

potential—a landscape waiting to be reimagined.

Think of Open Urban Ecosystems

PRG 1962 Adoptation - 1965 Aproval

Map extracted from http://www.urbanistica.comune.roma.it

THE ORIGINAL DIRECTIONAL SYSTEM

It intended to improved living conditions in residential 
complexes, developing a new underground metro line, 
and promoting growth east of Tiburtina and Prenestina. 
It also expanded green spaces and added sports 

facilities to enhance community life and well-being.

PRG 2005 Adoptarion - 2008 Aproval

Map extracted from http://www.urbanistica.comune.roma.it
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LINKING FRAGMENTS

It aimed to promote eco-friendly construction and 
efficient resource use, encourage biking and walking 
to reduce car dependence, and ensure urban growth 
respected historical sites. Their goal was also to 
create accessible areas that fostered social cohesion 

and improved quality of life.

PRG 1930 Adoptarion - 1931 Aproval

Map extracted from https://www.rerumromanarum.com

THE TRIDENT

New neighborhoods were then planned, to be developed 
radially along the consular roads. The city was set to 
expand significantly to the East, with a continuous series 
of buildings and intensive structures stretching to Via 
Tuscolana. The Western limit was defined by a major 
eastern ring road, which seems to have anticipated the 

current Viale Palmiro Togliatti.

Studio Asse - 1969 / Anello Verde - 2020

FIGURES OF CONTINUITY

Maps extracted from http://www.studiopassarelli.it/schede/1969StudioAsse

Maps extracted from http://www.urbanistica.comune.roma.it/anello-verde.html
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