
The undergraduate course "Reconstructing the Ground: Design Studio III-Va" is adressed to 3rd-4th year students of architecture.  Students are asked to approach the landscape experientially, as a complex 
assemblage of variants, processes, and beings, not as an image. This was the starting point for investigating through design the lower catchment’s riparian coastline, and the torrent-bed of Krafsidonas torrent, 
which springs from the mythically renown Mt Pelion.  However, along with the students, our observation is that while Krafsidonas is a dynamically changing landscape, a potent ecological corridor, which along 
itsits flux hosts local and mostly ephemeral aquatic ecosystems, this variability is not accounted by the top-down initiatives, as gray infrastructure solutions are usually implemented, and thus its torrential 
ecosystems often destroyed. The student projects chosen to be presented in the framework of the Biennial's theme “¿Natural Inteligence?", encompass strategies of approach that -in a multitude of ways- 
co-weave mutually optimal envisioning, between the city and the torrentscape’s ecosystems.  Among them: the creation of amphibious landscapes that can respond to the abundance or the scarcity of water 
-basic-basic characteristic of Mediterranean torrents; the flexibility to design flood-rooms as public spaces, open and inclusive towards the city and its inhabitants but also the torrent. Moreover, thinking about 
more-than-human life forms, treating the torrentscape as a dynamically variant subject rather than as a flow confined by grey infrastructures, are the directions which were emphasized in this brief collection 
of student’s design proposals and their strategies.
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"With the appearance 
of a fallen comet 
that c uts through 

the sky and strikes 
the earth, 

c reating craters like 
those on the Moon. 

At their center, 
broken human 

mistakes are sewn 
together with roots 

and leaves. 
All around, the 

roads of humanity 
have co llapsed and 

lead to the Stream." 
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and rolled from the tip s of 
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University / School
Academic year

Title of the project
Authors

Greece
University of Thessaly
2021-2022
The Butterfly project
Avradopoulou Anna & Ouzouni Dimitra

A

Diagrams 1 - 3.
Diagram 1 showing the stages of flooding. 
Diagram 2 showing the footpaths and 
resting areas. 
Diagram 3 showing different types of
vegetation.

Diagram 1

Diagram 2

Diagram 3

Masterplan

A



The Butterfly project explores the transformation of a former football field into a multifunctional landscape in-
tegrated into the historic urban fabric of Volos, Greece. The project aims to reconnect the Krafsidonas torrent with the 
city’s inhabitants, to reintegrate it into the everyday life of the city, and to offer a flood-relief zone in times of overflow. 
By working with the land’s natural folds, the design introduces a gentle descent toward the torrent-bed, minimizing the 
need for invasive constructions. Where material interventions were necessary, they were sourced locally—including 
clay and bricks from the nearby former Tsalpatas factory and stones from Mount Pelion—highlighting the site’s identity. 
A critical aspect of the project encompassed documenting the existing flora of the Krafsidonas and integrating it into the new 
planting scheme. Additional vegetation was selected for its capacity to filter heavy metals and pollutants from stormwater 
runoff, ensuring cleaner water reaches the streambed. The resulting park fosters a harmonious coexistence between eco-
logical systems and public life. It offers spaces for sports, children’s play, pets, community events, and a skatepark, along 
with walking paths and viewpoints overlooking the torrent. The Butterfly Project reimagines flood-rooms as active, resilient, 
and ecologically responsive spaces—inviting new forms of encounter between more-than-human lifeforms,water and people.

The Butterfly project
Avradopoulou Anna & Ouzouni Dimitra
Re- constructing the Ground: Design Studio III-Va
2021-2022
Aspassia Kouzoupi, PhD
     Department of Architecture, Undergraduate program

University of Thessaly 



Section 1. Construction detail of the metal bridge 
between the filtration systems in the northeast 
section (part 4)

Diagram 4. Diagram showing the filtration systems in each of the four parts

Zoom 1. Inside view

Section 3. Cross section A-A

Section 2. Section detail of the skate park in the 
south section (part 2)

PART 4

PART 3 PART 2

PART 1

Mapping the current state of the torrent
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Isometric Detail

Clay Model Representation
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