
The MBLandArch-UPC focuses on a projective exploration that merges both theory and practice; it considers inherent perspectives, such as landscape ecology, humanistic disciplines, and the construction of public space, among others. The 

selected projects address contemporary challenges, including climate change in the Mediterranean Region, the enhancement of socio-ecological values through landscape projects, and the recognition of emerging metropolitan spaces and 

bio-cities. “Waving lines through the water edge” is selected due to its exploration of the relational realm in an edge-landscape in Scotland. The interactions and interrelations between inhabitants and their surrounding wetlands in the face of the 

climate emergency. “Adaptive Dynamics of Extreme Mediterranean Landscapes” is chosen for its multifaceted approach to disturbances (wildfires and flooding) and its operational dimension, integrating disturbance regimes. “Flowing together” 

focuses on decontamination and phytoremediation, highlighting socio-ecological strategies in Glasgow’s estuaries. This proposal reveals the social processes that are involved and synchronized by the proposal. “Other Barcelonas” proposes an 

innovative revision of Barcelona’s landscape traces, which respond to the demands imposed by climate change, such as tropical nights, torrential rains, and urban flooding, through a proposal for green infrastructure and public space metabolism.
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The term Firth refers to a typical coastal formation of the Scottish landscape. The Cromarty Firth is a body of 
coastal water highly influenced by freshwater flows. This work is based on exploring and understanding the 
social and environmental processes that shape this territory and its scale of intervention, in order to understand 
the forces of change in this landscape. It begins with the recognition of the water's edge as the place where the 
relationships between people, resources, and territory are in tension. Based on this hypothesis, a series of territo-
rial strategies are proposed, which will eventually be tested in greater detail. New ways of inhabiting the territory 
are supported by theoretical references such as the concept of meshwork proposed by Tim Ingold. The history 
of human interaction with wetlands revives the concept of community land as a form of interaction between com-
munities inhabiting a territory. Strategies to address the climate emergency are proposed based on the natural 
dynamics of the territory.
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In the face of escalating climate crises, Mediterranean cities have to radically rethink public space as essential ecological infrastructure. This thesis posi-
tions the confluence of the Besòs River with the natural systems of Collserola and the Marina Mountains, one of the most vulnerable yet strategic territo-
ries in the Barcelona Metropolitan Area, as a living laboratory for resilient landscape. Through a multiscalar and interdisciplinary methodology— metro-
politan, municipal, urban, and dynamic detail scales—the project applies landscape ecology, thermodynamic urbanism, and systemic design to reimagine 
the valley as an adaptive corridor. A comparative analysis of historical and contemporary orthoimages reveals critical landscape transformations. Further-
more, the diagnostic framework addresses both natural and cultural dynamics, vulnerability, and adaptability leading to the identification of three structur-
ing parameters: mobility, hydrology, and ecology. 
The design proposes a network of nature-based and performative landscape strategies, capable of absorbing floods, droughts, wildfire and heatwaves 
without loss of value. Temporality, ecological cycles, and the performativity of nature are deployed as tools to transform post-industrial fragments into re-
generative, socially inclusive spaces. By focusing on key ecological junctions, the proposal explores the evolving meaning of contemporary public space 
and the potential of disturbed or residual areas to become agents of resilience. Inspired by the idea of cities as living systems, the project envisions a 
paradigm shift—from control to adaptability, from object to process— positioning landscape as both medium and agent of change.
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Our city does not escape the demands imposed by climate change, with increasingly frequent tropical nights, torrential rains, 
urban flooding, rising sea levels, and a long list of challenges that need to be confronted decisively.
Faced with such a scenario, the question arises: Is it possible to design a resilient city that can respond to the effects of the 
current climatic emergency, using the memory and elements of Barcelona’s original territory and geography to reincorpo-
rate the urban metabolism into the dynamics of its environment?
The work is based on studies of the water cycle and flooding, two key elements to be taken into account in order to imagine 
a city that is not only possible, but necessary, and asks: How is it possible that a territory structured by its rivers and streams 
is now incapable of managing water coherently and efficiently? Would it not be possible to recover this structure, and thus 
propose a resilient city model that makes use of the elements that are the genesis of its existence, and thus reweave the 
relationships between the city and its territory?
Barcelona and its ancient streams, especially the Riera d’Horta, are the case study proposed to show that if our cities are 
defied by these questions, and the current climate challenge, landscape is the answer.

Other Barcelonas: essays and attempts on a possible city



1.In the areas where the platform has its low 
points, and in relation to the sea, there are 
areas of wetland beaches...

...Able by design to respond to the demands 
of global warming and sea level rise...

...Whose construction, although it does not 
renounce the condition of that which is built 
by man, is aligned with that which, with time, 
water and territory, could have been built by 
its own means.

2. 3.
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Let us place the time and current state of Rambla Prim in 
ellipsis, imagining other possible Ramblas, the result of the 
succession of different times, and taking from each one of 
them what best serves us to materialise a vision of that ti-
meline which, from now on, may once again be possible.

... the large central strip 
built on the edges of the 
large ditch...

... alignments of plane trees 
that underline its new status 
as a promenade and urban 
element...

... The park-road that offers 
various quality spaces and 
climatic refuge to the citi-
zens...

... a resilient pathway capable 
of confronting the challenges 
of the current climate crisis...

... and help to reincorporate 
the urban metabolism into the 
dynamics of the territory from 
which it originates.

Mouth of the riera d’horta

Its times must remind us of its 
beginnings as a river...


