Country/City
University / School
Academic year
Title of the project

Iﬁjthors

Aotearoa New Zealand / Wellington

Te Herenga Waka - Victoria University of Wellington / School of Architecture

2024

Te Hono ki te Awa: Reweaving River and Life. Designing for Interconnection.

Zoe Mason

I

/ m

AR

'

_——

——

.,!l

4



ITECHNICAL DOSSIER

Title of the project 12 Hono kite Awa: Reweaving River and Life. Designing for interconnection.  .........

Authors Zoe Mason

Title of the course AND 412 - Landscape Architecture Design Studio VI

Academic year 2024

Teaching Staff [Peter Connolly

Department / Section / Program of belonging

Landscape Architecture Programme

University / School Te Herenga Waka-Victoria University of Wellington / School of Architecture

s LTI, 0 s e Al
Written statement, short description of the project in English, no more than 250 words
A freeway, busy roads, a train line, levees, and settlement patterns combine with this straightened and channelised river to
largely separate 25km of river, and native forested hills from people in this valley. Walking along this river usually involves
being constrained to homogeneous linear paths between a levee or linear infrastructure and lines of willows on the banks and
separated from the river. LAND412/2024 combined large scaled urban restructuring of the urban river corridor with fine
grained reconfiguration of the river space itself to attempt to make the river part of everyday life and to intensify the
experience of the river. It involved extensive fieldwork, including 50km of on-foot investigation to sensitise students to
experience what this river gets you to do on the ground. Guided by the Maori whakatauki (Maori proverb) “Ko au te awa, ko te
awa ko au” meaning “I am the river, and the river is me”, Zoe Mason's design centres Indigenous perspectives on
interconnection between land, water, and people. As a Maori student, Zoe Mason drew on embodied experiences to identify
three key moments of bodily interconnection with the river. These became the basis for a reconfiguration of river edges and
adjacent urban fabric to support the presence of the river within everyday urban life. By shifting the river’s path across the
valley, tunneling freeways, reorienting housing, and restoring wetlands to filter runoff, the proposal reweaves ecological,
social, and cultural relationships, making Te Awa Kairangi a place of daily life, regeneration, and reconnection.

Barcelona International Landscape Biennial

Contact via email: Venue:
biennaladm@coac.net COAC - Col-legi Oficial d’Arquitectes de Catalunya
Carrer Arcs 1-3, 08002 Barcelona - Spain
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REPELLING

The repelling moments along the river are the
most imposing. These moments where the
occupant feels repelled towards the river by
outer influences create a forced connection to
the river.

They create the strongest connection to the
other side of the rivers edge, as they make
you want to move away from where you are.

River-Edge Development
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Education Centres (Schools)
Al

Train Tracks

Primary River Flood Zone
Secondary River Flood Zone
Stream Corridor:
Earthquake Line

Open S,

Vegetation

ZONE A: EXPANDING SECTION 2

ZONE A EMBRACING SECTION 2
ZONE A: EMBRACING PLAN

e e Surounaing vatey |

Compression

Yoamnrm iy

Sl % 1 i i

T ) S e

[EMBRACING EXAMPLE ZONE B

O

T
4

e i, [ S

ZONE B: EMBRACING SECTION 2
ZONE B: EMBRACING PLAN

EXPANDING
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The expanding moments are when the
occupant feels most connected the wholeness
of the river and its valley. These moments
often after a squeeze release the occupant to
feel everything that space has to offer.

They create the strong connection to the
valley as a whole, they can only be created
after a moment of pressure.

INITIAL BUBBLE
MASTERPLAN

EMBRACING

The embracing moments are when the
occupant is physically the closest to the river
itself making it feel as though you are being
embraced by the river and its elements. These
moments have the strongest connection to
the river itself with the visual cue of the river-
edge enforcing its presence.

They create a strong connection to the river.
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