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Please provide a 250-word text explaining the selection criteria used to choose the five projects representing the school in the Ribas Piera Prize. Detail the aspects evaluated, such as conceptual quality, 

innovation, thematic relevance, technical resolution, or any other criteria considered in the selection process with a single image, characteristic of the academic process, to accompany the text. 

L.

The selection process of the graduation projects was conducted by 3 professors using 7 criteria, evaluated by 100 points, and a bonus criterion with 5 points.  The top 5 projects are selected according to the following criteria.

1. Design Concept & Vision Originality, including  Clarity of vision,  interesting narrative, and innovative solutions

2. Contextual Integration, including Site responsiveness and Heritage & character respect

3- Functionality & Usability including Practicality, Accessibility, and a satisfying user experience

4- Sustainability & Resilience, including Environmental strategies and Adaptability to protect natural resources

5- Solving a local problem, including A solid methodology,  selecting an Important issue, positive social impact, and clear economic impact

6- Urban Impact including  high connectivity, public realm quality, and acceptable density & land use

7-. Presentation & Communication, including Graphics & visual quality, and fulfilling the required documents

8-Bonus Criteria, including community engagement or participatory design, compliance with zoning/regulatory guidelines, and timeframe/phasing of development
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Egypt – Giza 

Cairo university Faculty of regional & Urban Planning

5th Year (Bachelor’s Year) 2024 - 2025

Localization of agricultural tourism community on the northern shore of lake Qarun

Kareem Usama Abosrea  
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This project proposes the development of a regenerative agro-touristic community along the northern desert edge of Lake Qarun—an ecologically rich yet severely degraded landscape due to pollution, salinity, 

and mismanagement.

Rooted in the principles of regenerative design, the project seeks not just to sustain but to restore and enhance the land’s ecological, social, and economic systems. It envisions a phased development that 

begins with an experimental agricultural core, introducing salt-tolerant crops, solar-powered irrigation, and the reuse of treated lake water—transforming degraded desert into productive land.

The second phase introduces an eco-tourism and heritage tourism hub, offering nature lodges, birdwatching routes, and access to archaeological sites, creating spaces for environmental awareness and 

cultural connection. A coastal development belt activates the lakeshore with ecological safeguards, combining economic use with natural preservation.

In its final phase, the project introduces a community support center with education, healthcare, and training facilities, along with cultural and artisanal spaces that empower local identity and social 

resilience.

This regenerative model reframes rural Egypt—not as a peripheral or exhausted landscape—but as a living, evolving system. It offers a forward-thinking blueprint for inhabiting arid zones through harmony with 

nature, community-led development, and the integration of agriculture, tourism, and culture.

Localization of agricultural tourism community on the northern shore of lake Qarun

Kareem Usama Abosrea  

Graduation Project 2

5th Year (Bachelor’s Year) 

Prof-Dr\ sameh alalaili – Dr \ Ali Abdeljawad – Dr \ Karim Qutb

Urban Design Departement

mailto:biennaladm@coac.net


What are ERCs 

(Ecosystems restoration communities?

They are locations where people from 

all over the world can help restore 

our degraded natural systems and 

introduce regenerative uses that 

will allow humanity to thrive.



Country/City 

University / School 

Academic year 

Title of the project 

Authors

Egypt/Cairo

Cairo University 

Ecological health resort based on medicinal plants and therapeutic water Gara Um EL Sagheer

Salma Tarek Mostafa

5th year (Bachelor’s Year) 2024-2025
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My project is a therapeutic and recreational center located on a mountainous site in Gara Umm El-Saghir, characterized by dramatic natural terrain and significant level differences. One of the main challenges was deal ing with 

the site’s topography, where levels range from 0 to -60 meters, with slopes between 1/2 and 1/20. I chose to respect the natural land without creating artificial levels, using the site ’s natural slopes and resources to guide the 

architectural layout. Pathways and roads were designed with calculated gradients (1/18–1/20) to allow smooth movement for pedestrians and carts.

The site stretches over a 900-meter-wide frontage, allowing for a comfortable layout that maintains the peacefulness of the environment. The project includes  85 chalets: 25 with terraces, 11 cave-style, and 49 standard. The 

chalets were carefully spaced apart to enhance the feeling of seclusion and tranquility, aligning with the therapeutic goals of the project.

The design also includes two motels: the first is at the highest point of the site, next to an observation tower, stage, step s, and traditional Arab halls. The second is located within the healing zone, which contains medical 

services, a health care area, a spa with herbal steam, and spaces for herbal treatments. There are also seating areas overlooking the saltwater lake, providing a unique relaxation experience.

The project aims to create a natural healing environment and promote mental and physical well -being. It also contributes to the local economy by creating job opportunities, supporting crafts, and showcasing Siwan products—

supporting sustainable development.

The architectural design is inspired by the Siwan style, using karshif, palm, and stone, creating harmony with nature while preserving the spirit and identity of the place.

Ecological health resort based on medicinal plants and therapeutic water Gara Um EL Sagheer

Salma Tarek Mostafa

Graduation Project 2

5th year (Bachelor’s Year) 2024-2025

Prof-Dr.Abbas El-Zaafarny  /  Dr.Yassmin Essam

Urban Design Department –Bachelor’s Degree Program

Cairo University/ faculty of urban and regional planning

mailto:biennaladm@coac.net
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Written statement, short description of the project in English, no more than 250 words

Barcelona International Landscape Biennial

Contact via email: 
biennaladm@coac.net

Venue:

COAC - Col-legi Oficial d'Arquitectes de Catalunya 
Carrer Arcs 1-3, 08002 Barcelona - Spain

In a rapidly evolving Cairo, Korba stands at the intersection of heritage, urban congestion, and declining walkability. This project proposes a 1.5 km experimental urban axis connecting 

Merryland Park to Baron Palace—a strategic corridor designed to restore mobility, equity, and vibrant public life in Heliopolis’ historic core. Rooted in field research, spatial analysis, community 

surveys, and global precedents, the design identifies three critical interventions: a Walkable Heritage Loop, a Smart Transit Network, and a Street Market Experience Zone. Each is supported by 

micromobility hubs, safe underground crossings, and adaptive programming based on time and user flow.

The proposal responds to local challenges—visual and auditory pollution, unsafe crossings, informal commerce, and unaffordable transport—by introducing low-cost, inclusive, and 

sustainable design strategies. It reclaims pedestrian space through widened sidewalks, green canopies, and shaded seating while regulating street vendors through a guided zoning and smart 

permit system. Accessibility for women, children, and the elderly is prioritized using sensory safety principles and universal design.

Korba becomes not only more walkable but more equitable and economically vibrant. Inspired by projects like Istanbul’s Historic Peninsula Pedestrianization, this intervention positions public 

space as a tool for heritage regeneration and local entrepreneurship. The project’s scalable framework offers a replicable model for other Egyptian and Arab districts seeking to balance 

mobility, culture, and inclusive development in the face of urban transformation.

TECHNICAL DOSSIER

Title of the project : Walkable Korba: Rethinking Streets As Places For Life

Author : Yusuf Sabry Elsamalouty 

Title of the course : Graduation project 1-2

Academic year 2024 /2025

Teaching Staff : Prof. Ahmed Abdallah, Prof. Engy Ramadan, TA Manar Adel, TA Omar Essam

Department / Section / Program of belonging : Urban design Department /streetscape & upgrading projects  / bachelor program

University / School : Cairo University / Faculty of Regional and urban planning 

mailto:biennaladm@coac.net
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5ᵗʰ Year of Bachelor’s degree – Year 2024-2025
Solid Waste Recycling City in 15 May City
Sherin Sayed
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Solid Waste Recycling City in 15 May City
Sherin Sayed
Graduation Project
5ᵗʰ Year of Bachelor’s degree – Year 2024-2025
Prof . Dr. Abbas Al-Zafrani – Dr .Yasmine Essam

Urban Design Department - Bachelor’s degree Program

Cairo University – Faculty of Regional and urban planning

My project focuses on a recycling system  It is a pioneering and very successful system in Egypt a system that recycles up to 80 % of collected waste using traditional methods and zero 
waste.
The project site is the informal recycling district of Al-Zarayeb in 15 May City, where residents have long collected and recycled solid waste and raised livestock. However, disaster struck 
when homes were built over a natural flood channel causing catastrophic collapse: many lost their homes, livelihoods, and even lives. In response, I decided to develop a planned 
Recycling City, organized into three main components.
First: a mixed-use residential zone. It comprises apartment buildings with attached sorting yards and access roads for collection vehicles. Each block faces a small front garden, As a 
breathing space for residents, taking into account the environmental dimension. Within each housing unit there are shops supplying personal protective equipment such as gloves, masks 
and  boots. The residential zone also includes essential community services mosque, school, clinic, retail markets, commercial outlets, and a youth center.
Second: a floodplain park. This landscaped green belt follows the former flood channel built within the footprint of the collapsed area to serve as both a flood buffer and a community 
recreational space.
Third: a craftsman and artisan hub.  this area features vocational training centers, craft workshops for turning recyclables into handmade products, a visitor-oriented artisan market, retail 
for a raw-material outlets (plastic, cardboard) and cafés, restaurants, and recreational areas for guests.
All three zones are linked by a central green spine a pedestrian and cycling corridor. It begins at a central garden plaza in the residential district, weaves through the floodplain park, and 
culminates at the lively artisan-commercial market.

mailto:biennaladm@coac.net
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