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Selection Criteria for Ribas Piera Prize Projects.-

The five projects selected to represent our school in the
prestigious Ribas Piera Prize were chosen through a rigorous
evaluation process, highlighting the academic excellence
and critical engagement of our students with pressing en-
vironmental and urban issues in Southern California. The
selection was guided by a multi-dimensional set of criteria:

- First, conceptual quality: Each chosen project demon-
strated a deep and thoughtful response to complex social
and ecological challenges, proposing visionary yet grounded
landscape architectural strategies.

- Innovation: Students were encouraged to push boundar-
ies through speculative design approaches, emerging tech-
nologies, and experimental urban narratives. The projects
presented a fresh perspective on landscape practice, delib-
erately moving beyond traditional models to explore bold,
forward-thinking solutions

- Topic relevance:The selected projects addressed urgent
local issues in Southern California such as wildfire recovery
amd soil mitigation in Los Angeles, heat island effects in ur-
ban parking lots, coastal regeneration, water managnement
in the mediterranean climate area, and the reimagining of the
channelized Los Angeles River as inclusive public space.

- Technical resolution was assessed through the clarity and
sophistication of drawings, models, and overall presentation.
Projects had to demonstrate a strong grasp of materiality,
structure, and environmental systems.

- Academic process and critical thinking were valued,
rewarding projects that evolved through research, iteration,
and constructive dialogue.

This selection celebrates Landscape Architecture as a trans-
formative practice—capable of healing, adapting, and re-
imagining the built environment in times of ecological crisis.

*CPPLA is the largest landscape architecture department in the country
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HABITAT: prefers dry, open grasslands but can be
found in woodlands and mixed conifer forests.
THREATS: roost disturbance, habitat encroachment,
agriculture, pesticides, fire, and invasive species.
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Work by Brianna Cruz, Seeding the Future, 2023

Please provide a 250-word text explaining the selection criteria used to choose the five projects representing the school in the Ribas Piera [JJJll Detail the aspects evaluated, such as conceptual quality,
innovation, thematic relevance, technical resolution, or any other criteria considered in the selection process with a single image, characteristic of the academic process, to accompany the textg
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Students: Issy Cassou. Jessica Lund, Brianna Cruz, Do Kyung Lee

Professor: Lorena Garcia, Claire Latane, Maryam Eskandari, Cheryl K Lough
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The Loop Center: Grounding in the Use and Repair for the Future of Education
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ITECHNICAL DOSSIER

Title of the project ..The Loop Center: Grounding,in the Use and Repair for the Future of Education

Authors ISSY CASSOU . ittt ettt eenneea
Title of the course . Studio LAB: Collaborative for Healthy and Inclusive Learning Environments ... ......
Academic year . 2024:2025. ... ... ..ioi ittt
Teaching Staff Claire Latane

Written statement, short description of the project in English, no more than 250 words

resilience, whileserving the LACOE staff, visitors, and students on site. Rooted in its treatment of the ground

Barcelona International Landscape Biennial

Contact via email: Venue:

biennaladm@coac.net COAC - Col-legi Oficial d’Arquitectes de Catalunya
Carrer Arcs 1-3, 08002 Barcelona - Spain
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Los Angeles County Office of Education (LACOE), Education Center West (ECW) Campus, Downey
Loop Center

Perspective of the Loop Center and la Rambla. One of the aims of regenerative systems is to create circular, closed loop systems. Remnants of
the parking lot wasteland are transformed into a wide walking path for LACOE staff and community use. A north/south orignetation seeks to maxi-
mize shade opportunities from new tree plantings on either side of la Rambla. Cutouts in the asphalt bring plants into a distinctly urban space
combining natural and man-made narratives in a collaboratie investigation.

LOOP CENTER

The Loop Center, serving as both the emergency operations building and conference center, draws on
architect Richard Neutra’s philosophy of educational buildings. Sliding and hinging walls extend
interiors to the patio, creating further connections to the meadow, amphitheater, and micro forest
beyond. This helps regulate temperature throughout the year in tandem with rammed earth or adobe
construction. These features also connect occupants to nature, improving both health and cognitive
performance. As the future site for teacher trainings, the building has the potential to influence
educators across Los Angeles County. The Loop Center design reinforces growing support for outdoor
learning by connecting the classroom and the yard, treating the entire educational site as a
cohesive learning environment. It can also serve as a place to reimagine community care during
emergency operations; for instance, utilizing the flexible conference room as a community kitchen,
with cooking facilities located in the building that double as teaching space and an events
resource.

(L) Adobe bricks. (n.d.). Excelsior. Retrieved from https://www.excelsiorcalifornia.com/2016/87/15/history-
adobe-structures-are-a-link-to-the-inlands-past/.

(M) Urbanite (recycled concrete) wall. (n.d.). Northwest Edible Life. Retrieved from https://nwedible.com/
urbanite-broken-concrete-retaining-wall-as-a-garden-feature/.

(R) Gabion-type wall using asphalt slabs from site. (n.d.) Pinterest. Retrieved from https://www.pinter-
est.com/pin/413064597085985093/

! : > L-,. RAIN GARDENS

“I think a lot about how school districts are part of the infrastructure
of a city or town... and how they can provide all these additional
benefits... just by the nature of the fact that they link communities
so carefully.”

Dr. Bevin Ashenmiller,

Environmental Economist and

Asphalt Removal Method Associate Professor of Economics at Occidental College

Detailed by the projet Désimperméabilisation des sols, services écosystémiques et
résilience des territoires (DESSERT)

T It is ideal to keep PROJECT GOALS:
asphalt slabs on site

during construction

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
Improve environmental heath of the site
through asphatt removal, habitat
restoration, and increased stormwater
infiltration.

EDUCATION
Increase exposure to outdoor leaming and
nature-based education through thoughtful
connection between garden/outdoor space
and programming.

> TEXTILE GARDEN

LIVING GOALS
Offer all visitors —staf, students, community
members, human and animal—meaningful
contact with nature and greater
opportunities for rest, healing, discovery,
and joy in outdoor spaces

LR

Etat initial
Initial stage

RN
Stockage de U'enrobé
= Asphalt storage
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composting, supply chain awareness

Découpe et décollement de U'enrobé SENSORY GARDEN
Asphalt cutting and removal Stockage de la grave OO PRTRS
= ~*  Gravel storage with more trees!
i i ; COMPOSTING

J e O 4 On-site stores SREVWAIER

Décumpacu‘e et préparallon ides Tossasiioiil W Ak SR *Encourage zero-waste design and strategy on HARVESTING
LACOE site
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A 1/2 grave 1/2 terre végétale + terreau Substrat

~ ' Topsoil + ammended
9 e < :-L sogl mix Nubstrate Project goals included living, environmental, and educational objectives. The
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frame of regenerative landscapes is emergent in the connections between these

Fond drainant + Substrat
goals.

Asphalt drainigex''. . .
A
i b

and substrate'
W

* This method uses asphalt
at the bottom of the
planting hole for drainage.
Necessity of this step
depends on existing soil
profile. Relationships of
soil horizon textures should
be taken into consideration
at this stage.

Plantation + Paillage d’enrobé
Planting and asphalt mulching

This diagram walks through the steps for asphalt removal, soil ammendment,
and recycling of removed asphalt. It is the third of three proposed methods
by DESSERT, notable for its use of crushed asphalt in the planting holes for
drainage. This could be adopted to improve soil’s draining capacity.

The DESSERT project has studied the functions of soil-water-plant systems

in contrasting situations of soils with removed asphalt to assess the fer-
tility of substrates. The asphalt removal practices outlined in their report
have all enabled soil restoration, albeit with a difference in performance
depending on the intensity of intervention. Existing site conditions, soil
profile, and climate are imperative to adapting these methods.

Schwartz, C., et al.(2024). Désimperméabiliser les villes. Guide opérationnel pour
(re)découvrir les sols urbains. Plante & Cité.

Material Explorations
Adobe and rammed earth
New Construction - Loop
Center proposes a material
palette informed by local
resources. The goal is to reduce
material transportation costs
(monetary and enviromental)
and increase passive design
performance.

Head Start Pre-school Yard visualization.
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Recycled asphalt, brick
and concrete
Dry laid walls and

gabion planters - |
Utilizing waste materials

from site and providing |
opportunities for local \
craftsmen embed something as

simple as a bench into the

LACOE identity.

Outdoor library with rain harvesting roof.

CHILE Studio * Spring 2025 « LA 6121L ¢ Issy Cassou | Prof. Latané
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/ trees are plante:
Species are remove

Proposed design meets 30% recommended tree canopy for dense urban conditions

allee

cistern water
‘banks’ are located
to the East and
West sides of

the site. Cistern
locations are
marked visually
above-ground
with constructed
wetlands and a
native dogwood

%or,
CISTERNS /

Two underground

experimental, wild, no human
direction or intervention

pathways, benches, trees, visitor
amenities, educational programming

invasive plant

Train yards to the East and West remain in
use, adding atmosphere and reference to the

site

ACCESSIBLE /

e [ [T Recycled shipping

s re— .'Jl‘ . container ‘boats’ visually
i ,‘.JIIII TCIFMAT reference bridge’s center
s i b i structural support

MODIFIED INACCESSIBLE

INACCESSIBLE /

.IZ(VN\ + HAVHS
01)09/-
0,0 %

t Ash (Fraxinus velutina)

Los Angeles River Fragment mi.22

Re#l Willow (Salis laevigata)

8% ADA ramp provides access to the site, with balconies every 180ft

Vel
Oregen Ash (Fraxinus latifolia)

- BRIDGE AND BOAT TREE SPECIES /

Recycled shipping containers
at the site are referenced as

a formal and material motif
throughout the design proposal

i

] |

‘}Red Osier Dogwoc‘)d allee (Cornus sericea with Salix lasiolepis)
7 ;

NOILNALAY 44

D (4) 2,000 gallon diversion tanks

i

‘bank’ of (22) 10,000 gallon underground water cisterns ‘bank’ of (10) 10,000 gallon underground water cisterns

iraslot water -
collection
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California State Polytechnic University of Pomona, College of Environmental Desig

2022-2023

Los Angeles River Fragment mi. 22: Shade and Water Retention

Jessica Lund
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ITECHNICAL DOSSIER

Title of the project L0s Angeles River Fragment mi. 22: Shade and Water Retention

Authors Jessica Lund

Title of the course Studio Lab: Rethinking Los Angeles River

Academic year 2022-2023

Teaching Staff Lorena, Garcia

Los Angeles, California

Written statement, short description of the project in English, no more than 250 words

Barcelona International Landscape Biennial

Contact via email: Venue:

biennaladm@coac.net COAC - Col-legi Oficial d’Arquitectes de Catalunya
Carrer Arcs 1-3, 08002 Barcelona - Spain
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SHADE KEY SPECIES /

‘Western Sword Fern (Polystichum munitum)
outhern Maiden Hair (Adiantum capillusveneris)

it

SI3LLIE] )10
~<u0d Sunsixg

mural and grafitti-friendly
Giant Chain Fern (Woodwardia

green and blue space access

water resource, educational resource

ﬁrﬁ. ;
S T

shade, noise mitagation, exploration

@

23p1iq ay3 jo 11oddns [enuad ayy, N..d Z, : Z
wouy adeys 119y} Mo110q Syeog VT §m
Mfll.\ >
e

tenance and cleaning of debris. In general, grafitti should be allowed. Debris should be cleaned from the

containers should only be used for water-needy plants, and kept close to site access points for easy main-
site regularly, but will also fade into the aesthetic of the park between maintenance visits
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Variable heights allow for changing views, a more natural canopy, and water movement. Single unit
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‘Boats’ are built of stacked recycled shipping containers from the surrounding railyards. These built
islands provide many ecological and social benefits as well as opportunity for water capture

substrate for vegetation, cooling of air

cooling + slowing of water

e, including views from the redesigned

views from above.’ During a high-flow water

t, many of these views are maintained and accessibl

*slope and elevation of Duraslot and cistern equipment to be determined by hydrologist
First Street Bridge, and at landings and balconies along the stair and ramp accessways

western edge defined by the First Street Bridge. The dense urban
context is defined by freeways, railways and extensive paved surfaces. There is no
existing river access. The channel is trapezoidal and concrete-lined

located on Los Angeles River mile 22, with its
68ft views from ramp / 11-78ft views from stairway
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1. " OakRestoration
A. Special Status Companions:
B. PathogenDetection

EDUCATIONAL CAMP s
PROGRAMMING eacatos ansferoaks o

grove to properly plant

students learn how
toinspect roots

native grasses flourish B and tree health
and support oak groves &

students learn howto
plant & propogate
native grasses.

SITE CONTEXT

woodlands vegetation communities

students transfer

young oaks out of

containers
O =
s s

4. creek STeziheRd TRouT

restoration

students conduct
seed collection

b i
'liSTORATlf)N & STEWARDSHIP,

SEEDING THE FUTURE

Army Camp and Bunkers are located in Black Canyon at TNC Dangermond Preserve. We were tasked with designing a non developed site, and took a — =
non-traditional route to “recreate” nature. This site is also used as an environmental education camp for students of Lompoc Unfiied. Through 1. Restoration -
restoration and stewardship, the sites ecosystems will flourish through students learning how to propogate oak acorns into seedlings at their bunker S ?3 2 3
nursery. The students will also harvest native grass seeds and plant them across the site to support and revitalize the soil and root systems below. As Anak ReStOI’ tion
the site is at a high elevation, it has the ability to aid in rainwater capture to avoid erosion below. | plan to implement stock ponds for the endangered B. Grass POpUl ation
steelhead trout that would revive riparian systems. Recreating nature is difficult but learning the ecosystems and working with them can be taught to the X e Y
young students of Lompoc. _ 2. Soil BUIIdmg,

3. Connectivity
b ” ARMY CAMP AND BUNKERS ARMY CAMP =N MLgration Patterns
, Y 4% B.Creek-Reconfiguration
= A'\:' Human Impacts

Quercus nursery
where students learn
to propogate acorns

C. Outdoox ducationa] Camp

army bunkers

7. Sequestration
A. Biological
B. Geological

ARMY BUNKERS ARMY CAMP

¥ e ™ @
* PA '} «

CURRENT 10 VEARS 15 YEARS

ARMY BUNKERS STOCK PONDS

SITE CONTEXT

0s Angeles,, Galifg

rnia
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California State Polytechnic University of Pomona, College of Environmental Design, Departement of Landscape Architecture,
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Seeding The Future

0 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Brianna Cruz

2 O PN T R o S PP IO/.J



ITECHNICAL DOSSIER

Title of the project Seeding The Future

Authors Brianna Cruz

Title of the course Studio LAB: Revitalizing TNC Dangermond

Academic year P20 02 N
Teaching Staff Maryamm, ESKANAANL ... etiiiiiieieirrerereresencncececesesesesosessncscssesasesessessssssscnsasasnss

Los Angeles, California

Written statement, short description of the project in English, no more than 250 words

Barcelona International Landscape Biennial

Contact via email: Venue:
biennaladm@coac.net COAC - Col-legi Oficial d’Arquitectes de Catalunya
Carrer Arcs 1-3, 08002 Barcelona - Spain
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! Quercus agtifolia
Quercus berberidifolia

Mimulus-aurantiacus

Gaultheria hispidula Artemisia californica

] eutrophication
Salvia spathacea
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Across our cities, soil contamination remains a pervasive—often invisible—threat,
rooted in the legacy of industrial overdevelopment, infrastructural neglect, systemic My objective is to position public space as a living laboratory for bioremediation — a strategy
environmental injustice, and, more recently, wildfire events. In the absence of sufficient that addresses both environmental contamination and collective healing. Triangle Park presents These sites will serve as open-air classrooms — places where
government intervention, individuals and communities are increasingly left to protect an ideal launching point for this inititative. As conversations around redevelopment continue to residents can engage with the processes of soil remediation, learn
themselves. accelerate, so too does the urgent need for community-led approaches to soil remediation. Any vision practical and affordable techniques, and be empowered to abply
This map traces both pastand current for rebuilding must begin with the health of the soil. By employing a consistent material palette and them in their own backyards. As thi’s knowledge takes root, these
iaadationgliarisbyaausmment entities spatial framework, each intervention will be tailored to the specific contaminants present on site, i A T A CH eI e Gy G d' ——

while remaining visually and structurally recognizable as part of a larger regional network. These
bioremediation sites will not only restore ecological function but also foster a visible sense of unity
and shared resilience across neighborhoods and communities.

ultimately scale to address the more than 900 brownfields in Los
Angeles County.

@ SUPER BLOCK WEATHER TOWER
COMMUNITY NETWgp,

SOCIAL DIAGRAM

CENTERING COMMUNITY SCIENTISTS,
AND COLLABORATION WITH RESEARCH
INSTITUTIONS, DIGITAL PLATFORM FOR
SHARINGS WEATHER NEWS AND
REBUILDING INFORAMATION
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oSG Charup S

+ B9 Facity Rogity St

® EPnBowass

= mosesree i \ + SOIL UPDATES
0f = b/ SOLAR-POWERED WEATHER
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USER INTERFACE
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A site-based lab f_of

exploration of urban ecology

The Los Angele
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n-human. This projects seeks

rrow into the tangled threads
find themselves weaving and
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the channel.

season, the installation of the
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This project focuses on

the dynamics between invasive

arundo, man-made trash, and thd

ecology of the LA river. The site

is a rocky landform in the river
channel with a significant population
of arundo and trash, in addition to
willows, bowed over from heavy flow in
the channel. The design and installation
of the temporary boardwalk happens in
community, to foster a sense of
exploration of the river and the systems
that meet within it. The maintenance and
labor of preparing the site encourages
tactile connections and deep engagement.
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Use only material from the site:
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- River cobble
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- Blankets, clothing, drapes, rugs
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